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Table S1. Data on eye care professionals, optometric training, and optometry scope of practice in North America, Central America and the Caribbean (42 countries total; 46 programs housed across 13 countries).
 
	Country
	Population (thousands)
	Optometrists
	Ophthalmologists
	Institution
	Degree Awarded 
	Scope
	References

	Canada
	38,929.90
	5400
	1221
	University of Montreal, University of Waterloo
	Doctor of Optometry (OD)

	IV
	Program
· https://opto.umontreal.ca/accueil/,
· https://uwaterloo.ca/optometry-vision-science/


 
Scope
· https://opto.ca/sites/default/files/resources/documents/OPTOMETRY%20SCOPE%20ACROSS%20CANADA%20GRID%20-%20Aug%202021.pdf

	USA & Puerto Rico
	333,287.56
	37,200
	17,600
	University of Alabama at Birmingham, Arizona College of Optometry (Midwestern University), Southern California College of Optometry at Marshall B Ketchum University, University of California Berkeley, Western University of Health Sciences, Nova Southeastern University, Chicago College of Optometry (Midwestern University), Illinois College of Optometry (ICO), Indiana University, University of Pikeville (Kentucky College of Optometry), Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences (MCPHS), New England College of Optometry (NECO), Michigan College of Optometry at Ferris State University, University of Missouri at St. Louis (UMSL), State University of New York (SUNY), The Ohio State University, Northeastern State University, Pacific University, Pennysylvania College of Optometry (PCO) at Salus at Drexel University, Inter-American University of Puerto Rico (IAUPR), Southern College of Optometry, University of Houston, University of the Incarnate Word, Rocky Mountain University



	Doctor of Optometry



	IV
	Program
· https://www.uab.edu/optometry/home/
· https://www.midwestern.edu/academics/degrees-programs/doctor-optometry-program/arizona-college-optometry,
· https://www.ketchum.edu/optometry-admissions,
· https://optometry.berkeley.edu/,
· https://www.westernu.edu/optometry/,
· https://optometry.nova.edu/degrees/od.html,
· https://www.midwestern.edu/academics/degrees-programs/doctor-optometry-program/chicago-college-optometry, 
· https://www.ico.edu/,
· https://optometry.iu.edu/index.html, 
· https://www.upike.edu/optometry/, 
· https://www.mcphs.edu/academics/schools/optometry, 
· https://www.neco.edu/, 
· https://www.ferris.edu/optometry/homepage.htm, 
· https://www.umsl.edu/divisions/optometry/index.html, 
· https://www.sunyopt.edu/, 
· https://optometry.osu.edu/, 
· https://optometry.nsuok.edu/, 
· https://www.pacificu.edu/academics/colleges/college-optometry, 
· https://www.salus.edu/, 
· https://www.optonet.inter.edu/,
· https://www.sco.edu/, 
· https://www.opt.uh.edu/, 
· https://optometry.uiw.edu/, 
· https://rm.edu/od/
 
Scope
· https://www.ncsl.org/scope-of-practice-policy/practitioners/optometrists#:~:text=As%20health%20care%20providers%2C%20optometrists,general%20health%20and%20well%2Dbeing.

	Trinidad & Tobago
	1,531.04
	189
	35
	The University of the West Indies at St. Augustine
	Bachelor of Science in Optometry
	III 
	Program
· https://sta.uwi.edu/bsc-optometry/
 
Scope
· https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC10618432/#:~:text=The%20scope%20of%20optometry%20practice%20in%20Trinidad%20and%20Tobago%20is,vision%20and%20other%20specialty%20services.

	Jamaica
	2,827.38
	31
	50
	All American Institute of Medical Sciences
	Bachelor of Science in Optometry
	II 
	Program
· https://aaims.edu.jm/bsc-optometry.php
 
Scope
· https://sbfphc.wordpress.com/2021/05/09/expanding-the-scope-of-practice-of-optometry-in-jamaica/

	Haiti
	11,585.00
	7
	58
	Universite d’Etat d’Haiti 
	Bachelor of Vision Science
	III 
	Program
· https://givingsight.org/news-2/etudiants-en-haiti-recoivent-une-formation-pratique-inestimable/

Scope
· The optometry program was recently opened up in 2018. Given the Canadian and American influence, likely able to perform full scope optometry. However, given how young the profession is, there is no documentation on what optometrists can or cannot do.

	Antigua
	93.76
	1
	2
	None
	
	III 
	Scope
· https://www.uaipit.com/uploads/legislacion/files/1355472454_14._Medical_Act_1938_(Cap._269)_EN.pdf
 

	Anguilla
	No data
	No data
	No data
	None
	No data
	
	 

	Aruba
	106.44
	No data
	No data
	None
	No data
	
	 

	Bahamas
	409.98
	12
	9
	None
	
	IV 
	Scope
· http://52.3.241.113/optometry

	Barbados
	281.63
	18
	18
	None
	
	III
	Scope 
· https://barbadosparliament-laws.com/en/showdoc/cs/459?per_page=20&advance_search=true&filter_text=optometry&filter_by=same&filter_context=true&_=1733444224813#1


	Belize
	405.27
	11
	5
	None
	
	III
	Scope
· https://www.global-regulation.com/law/belize/3268620/opticians-act.html

	Bonaire
	No data
	No data
	No data
	None
	
	
	 

	Cayman Islands
	68.71
	No data
	No data
	None
	
	IV 
	Scope
· https://legislation.gov.ky/cms/images/LEGISLATION/SUBORDINATE/2004/2004-0004/HealthPracticeRegulations_2021%20Revision.pdf

	Curacao
	150.00
	No data
	No data
	None
	
	
	 

	Dominica*
	72.74
	4
	2
	None
	
	
	 

	Greenland
	56.66
	No data
	No data
	None
	
	
	 

	Grenada
	125.44
	No data
	4
	None
	
	
	 

	Guadalupe
	No data
	No data
	No data
	None
	
	
	 

	Honduras*
	10,432.86
	95
	No data
	None
	
	
	 

	El Salvador
	6,336.39
	288
	175
	Universidad de El Salvador
	License of Optometry

	III
	Program
· https://www.ues.edu.sv/storage/app/media/Catalog%20of%20the%20University%20of%20El%20Salvador.pdf

Scope
· lineamientostecnicosparalaatencionintegralalasaludvisual-Acuerdo-945_v1.pdf

	Costa Rica
	5,108.83
	600
	150
	Universidad Latina de Costa Rica
	Bachelor of Optometry
	III
	Program
· https://www.ulatina.ac.cr/arizona-state-university

Scope
· http://www.pgrweb.go.cr/scij/Busqueda/Normativa/Normas/nrm_texto_completo.aspx?param1=NRTC&nValor1=1&nValor2=3370&nValor3=3568&strTipM=TC

	Cuba
	11,212.19
	No data
	165
	Universidad de Ciego de Avila, University of Medical Sciences of Villa Clara
	Bachelor of Science
	II
	Program
· https://www.universidad.cav.sld.cu/?page_id=354
· https://cubaheal.com/universities-medical-sciences/

Scope
· https://www.mkscienceset.com/articles_file/967-_article1726121204.pdf



	Dominican Republic
	11,228.82
	31
	41
	Universidad Tecnológica de Santiago 
	Bachelor of Optometry
	III
	Program
· https://www.usc.gal/en/studies/degrees/health-sciences/optics-and-optometry-degree

Scope
· https://journal.opted.org/article/system-dynamics-simulation-of-the-eyecare-workforce-needs-in-the-dominican-republic/

	Mexico
	127,504.13
	7257
	5400
	Instituto Politécnico Nacional, 
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México,
Universidad Autónoma de Aguascalientes,
Universidad Xochicalco  
	Licenciatura en Optometría
(Bachelor of Optometry/Bachelor of Science)

	IV
	 Programs
· https://www.ipn.mx/oferta-educativa/educacion-superior/ver-carrera.html?lg=en&id=41, 
· https://oferta.unam.mx/optometria.html, 
· https://www.uaa.mx/portal/nuestra-universidad/centros-academicos-2/centro-de-ciencias-de-la-salud/optometria/, 
· https://www.xochicalco.edu.mx/licenciaturas/licenciatura-en-optometria

Scope
· http://sil.gobernacion.gob.mx/Archivos/Documentos/2013/04/asun_2977579_20130426_1366303940.pdf

	Guatemala
	17,357.89
	800
	325
	Universidad Galileo
	License of Optometry

	III
	Program
· https://www.galileo.edu/facisa/carrera/licenciatura-optometria/

Scope
· https://www.optometrystudents.com/articles/eye-care-in-guatemala/ 

	Bermuda
	63.53
	No data
	No data
	None
	
	IV

	Scope
· https://www.gov.bm/sites/default/files/Code-and-Standards-of-professional-Conduct-for-Optometrists.pdf


	Montserrat
	4.99
	No data
	No data
	None
	
	
	 

	Nicaragua
	6,948.39
	78
	120
	National Autonomous University of Nicaragua
	License of Optometry

	III
	Program
· https://www.rocapply.com/study-in-nicaragua/universities-in-nicaragua/universidad-nacional-aut%C3%B3noma-de-nicaragua-managua-(unan-managua)/medical-optometry.html

Scope
· http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/normaweb.nsf/9e314815a08d4a6206257265005d21f9/fdfbfb2749d59c6f06257154004eb4d1?OpenDocument

	Nueva Esparta
	491.61
	No data
	No data
	None
	
	II
(technician 2 years)
 
III 
(4 years)
	Scope
· Follows Venezuela’s Law.

	Panama
	4,408.58
	16
	117
	Universidad Especializada de las Américas 
	Doctor of Optometry (OD)

	III
	Program
· https://www.udelas.ac.pa/en/servicios-udelas/ciaes/servicios-ciaes/optometria/

Scope
· https://docs.panama.justia.com/federales/leyes/8-de-1958-feb-6-1958.pdf

	Saba
	1.93
	No data
	No data
	None
	
	
	 

	San Andres & Providencia
	61.28
	No data
	No data
	None
	
	
	 

	Saint Barthelemy 
	9.13
	No data
	No data
	None
	
	
	 

	St. Kitts and Nevis
	47.66
	4
	2
	None
	
	II 
	Scope
· https://lawcommission.gov.kn/wp-content/documents/Act02and09TOC/Ch-09_15-Medical-Act.pdf

	St. Lucia
	179.86
	10
	8
	None
	
	III
	Scope
· https://attorneygeneralchambers.com/laws-of-saint-lucia/health-practitioners-act/schedule

	St. Martin
	31.79
	No data
	No data
	None
	
	
	 

	St. Pierre & Miquelon
	6.00
	No data
	No data
	None
	
	
	 

	St. Vincent & the Grenadines**
	103.95
	2
	8
	None
	
	III
	 

	Sint Eustatius
	3.14
	No data
	No data
	None
	
	
	 

	St. Maarten
	42.85
	No data
	No data
	None
	
	
	 

	Turks and Caicos 
	45.70
	No data
	No data
	None
	
	
	 

	US Virgin Islands
	105.41
	No data
	No data
	None 
	
	IV - OD only
	Scope
· https://www.ncsl.org/scope-of-practice-policy/practitioners/optometrists


 * Scope of practice is not well defined due to low numbers of eye care providers in the country. Accepts outside optometric training degrees. 
** Scope of practice is broadly defined by outside accrediting sources and documentation. Accepts outside optometric training degrees. 


 
Table S2. Data on eye care professionals, optometric training, and optometry scope of practice in South America (14 countries total; 39 programs housed across 10 countries).

	Country
	Population (thousands)
	Optometrists
	Ophthalmologists
	Institution
	Degree Awarded
	Scope
	References

	Brazil
	215,313.50
	3500
	14,000
	Universidade de Contestado, Faculdade de Saude de Paulista, Centro Universitario, Universitario do Distrito Federal UDF (Brasilia),  Braz Cubas (Mogi das Cruzes), Unipe (Joao Pessoa), Cruzerio do Sul, Faculdade Ratio (Fortaleza), Universidade Vila Velha

	Bachelor Degree in Optometry

Technology Degree

	III (Bachelor’s)

II (Technical)
	Programs:
· https://www.unc.br/ensino/curso/optometria
· https://www.fasup.com/optometria-bacharel
· https://www.udf.edu.br/graduacao/optica-optometria/
· https://www.brazcubas.edu.br/graduacao/optica-e-optometria/
· https://www.unipe.edu.br/graduacao/optica-e-optometria/
· https://www.cruzeirodosulvirtual.com.br/graduacao/optica-e-optometria-ead-semipresencial/
· https://ratio.edu.br/
· https://uvv.br/ensino-hibrido/graduacao/optica-e-optometria/

 Scope:
· https://croors.org.br/educacao/instituicoes-de-ensino/ ; https://www.iapb.org/news/a-new-chapter-in-vision-health-in-brazil/ ; https://www.guiadacarreira.com.br/blog/optometria

	Colombia
	51,874.02
	6491
	1500
	Fundación Universitaria San Martin (Bogota), Universidad del Sinu (Cartagena), Universidad Antonio Nariño (Bogota, Medellin, Neiva), Universidad el Bosque (Bogota), Universidad Metropolitana (Barranquilla), Universidad de La Salle (Bogota), Fundación Universitaria del Area Andina (Bogota), Fundación Universitaria del Area Andina (Pereira), Universidad Santo Tomas (Bucaramanga), Universidad CES (Medellin)
	Master’s Degree
	III
	Programs: 
· https://www.sanmartin.edu.co/1/programas/programa-de-optometria-bogota/
· https://unisinucartagena.edu.co/programa-de-optometria/
· https://www.uan.edu.co/es/facultad-de-optometria
· https://www.unbosque.edu.co/medicina/carrera/optometria
· http://www.unimetro.edu.co/?page_id=1619 
· https://www.lasalle.edu.co/pregrado/optometria
· https://cms.areandina.edu.co/sites/default/files/2022-02/brochure-optometria-presencial-bogota-areandina-2022.pdf
· https://www.areandina.edu.co/profesional/pereira/optometria
· https://facultadoptometria.ustabuca.edu.co/index.php/inicio-pregrado
· https://www.ces.edu.co/programas/carreras/optometria/plan-de-estudios-optometria/

Scope:
· https://www.minsalud.gov.co/sites/rid/Lists/BibliotecaDigital/RIDE/VS/TH/Optometría_Octubre2014.pdf

	Argentina
	46,234.83
	350
	4500
	Universidad Nacional de La Plata
	Bachelor's Degree in Ocular Optics and Optometry

	II
	Programs:
· https://www.exactas.unlp.edu.ar/licenciatura_en_optica_ocular_y_optometria 

Scope:
· https://grupofranja.net/lentes-que-controlan-la-luz-diferentes-miradas-un-mismo-enfoque/
· https://www.sources.com/SSR/Docs/SSRW-Optometry.htm

	Peru
	34,049.59
	3000
	1012
	The Institute of Higher Education of Optometry and Sciences, EUROHISPANO, Escuela Académico Profesional de Tecnología Médica @ Universidad Peruana Los Andes - (UPLA), Instituto San Pablo
(Optometric Technician)

	Bachelor’s Degree in Optometry

Bachelor in Medical Technology

Technical Bachelor Degree in Optometry

	II
	Programs:
· https://eurohispano.edu.pe/programa-academico-de-estudios-de-optometria/
· https://www.iapb.org/connect/members/members-directory/ies-de-optometria-y-ciencias-eurohispano/
· https://istsanpablo.edu.pe/carrera/optometria/ 

Scope: 
· https://www.apooperu.org/optometriaperu
· https://ctmperu.org.pe/areas/optometria/

	Venezuela
	28,301.70
	n/a on IAPB

600*
	1200
	La Universidad de las Ciencias y de la Salud, Universidad Nacional Experimental Romulo Gallegos (UNERG)
	License in Optometry 

Bachelor’s Level

	II (Technician)

III
(Bachelor’s)
	Programs:
· https://loeu.opsu.gob.ve/detalle-programa/14303/
· https://www.facebook.com/p/PNF-en-Optometr%C3%ADa-y-%C3%93ptica-Universidad-de-las-Ciencias-de-la-salud-100080094907065/

Scope:
· https://covzla.com/historia/

	Chile
	19,603.73
	800
	893
	Universidad Diego Portales, University of Chile, Universidad Del Desarrollo
	Medical Technologist with Ophthalmology and Optometry Mention

Bachelor in Medical Technology

	III
	Programs: 
· https://saludyodontologia.udp.cl/carreras/tecnologia-medica/
· https://medicina.uchile.cl/carreras/5017/tecnologia-medica
· https://medicina.udd.cl/tecnologia-medica-santiago/admision/malla-curricular/oftalmologia-y-optometria/

Scope: 
· https://admision.udp.cl/carrera/tecnologia-medica-mencion-oftalmologia-y-optometria/

	Ecuador
	18,001.00
	10
	400
	Instituto Superior Universitario Bolivariano de tecnología (ITB), Universidad Técnica de Manabi (UTM), Tecnologico Universitario Cordillera (TUC), Universidad Metropolitana (UMET)
	Technology Degree 

Bachelor’s in Optometry 

Masters in Optometry degree
	III
	Programs: 
· https://itb.edu.ec/Tec_Optometria
· https://www.utm.edu.ec/posgrado/maestrias-investigacion/maestria-en-optometria
· https://www.cordillera.edu.ec/oferta-academica/tecnologia-superior-universitaria-en-optometria/
· https://umet.edu.ec/optometria/ 

Scope:
· https://grupofranja.net/ecuador-formacion-academica-en-optometria/
· https://www.universidades.com.ec/universidades/universidad-metropolitana-del-ecuador/licenciatura-en-optometria

	Bolivia
	12224.11
	80
	300
	Santa Cruz de la Sierra (ISEEM), Universidad de Los Andes, Universidad Latinoamericana (ULAT) 
	Bachelor’s Degree

	III
	Programs:  
· https://www.issem.edu.bo/optometria.html
· https://udelosandes.edu.bo/pregrado/la-paz/licenciatura/optometria
· https://www.ulat.edu.bo/facultad_salud/optometria.php# 

Scope:
· https://grupofranja.net/carrera-de-optometria-en-bolivia/
· https://ulat.edu.bo/optica-y-optometria/
· https://grupofranja.net/desarrollo-educativo-de-la-optometria-en-bolivia/

	Paraguay
	6,780.74
	0
	216
	None
	
	
	

	Uruguay
	3,422.79
	65
	220
	Centro Latinoamericano de Economía Humana (CLAEH)
	Bachelor of Optics and Optometry

	I
	Programs:
· https://universidad.claeh.edu.uy/medicina/loo-presentacion/ 

Scope:
· https://universidad.claeh.edu.uy/medicina/loo-preguntas-frecuentes/
· https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/212801256.pdf

	Guyana
	808.73
	49
	10
	University of Guyana
	Bachelor of Science in Optometry

	III
	Programs:
· https://cms.uog.edu.gy/department-public-health/optometry-programme#:~:text=Welcome%20to%20the%20Bachelor%20of,of%20Science%20in%20Optometry%20Degree. 

Scope:
· https://www.dovepress.com/2023-global-survey-of-optometry-defining-variations-of-practice-regula-peer-reviewed-fulltext-article-OPTO

	Suriname
	618.04
	5
	12
	None
	None
	I
	Scope
· https://www.ioassn.org/news/spotlight-on-suriname/


	French Guiana
	No data
	No data
	No data
	None
	None
	
	

	Falkland Islands
	No data
	No data
	No data
	None
	None
	IV
	Scope:
· https://www.falklands.gov.fk/health/kemh
· https://www.opticianonline.net/content/features/the-falklands-revisited/ (Visiting/Consultant Optometrists from UK/Northern Ireland, Chile)



 Table S3. Data on eye care professionals, optometric training, and optometry scope of practice in Europe (49 countries total; 56 programs housed across 26 countries).
 
	Country
	Population (thousands)
	Optometrists
	Ophthalmologists
	School
	Degree
	Scope
	References

	Albania
	2,777.69
	No data
	100
	None
	 
	II

	Scope
· https://www.vision-al.com/en/vision-school/optometrist


	Andorra
	79.82
	No data
	No data
	None
	
	
	

	Armenia
	2,780.47
	No data
	300
	School of Optometry Armenia NIH MOH
(program for nurses)
	
	III 
	Program
· https://www.facebook.com/OptometryNIH 

Scope
· https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8860128/#:~:text=Paediatric%20eye%20care%20in%20Armenia,programme%20with%20two%20interconnected%20components.


	Austria
	9,041.85
	950
	945
	Health University of Applied Sciences Tyrol
	Bachelor of Science in Engineering

	III
	Program
· https://www.fhg-tirol.ac.at/page.cfm?vpath=studium/bachelor/augenoptik&switchLocale=en_US 

Scope
· https://www.ecoo.info/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/ECOO-Blue-Book-2017.pdf

	Azerbaijan
	10,141.76
	No data
	600
	None
	
	
	

	Belarus
	9,228.07
	No data
	600
	None
	
	
	

	Belgium
	11,685.81
	500
	1,100
	Institut Ilya Prigogine
	Bachelor’s of Optometry

	II
	Program
· https://www.institut-prigogine.be/ 

Scope
· https://www.ecoo.info/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/ECOO-Blue-Book-2017.pdf

	Bosnia & Herzegovina
	3,233.53
	No data
	212
	None
	
	
	

	Bulgaria
	6,465.10
	350
	862
	Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski
	Bachelor’s in Physics, specialization Optometry
	II
	Program
· https://www.uni-sofia.bg/index.php/eng/the_university/faculties/faculty_of_physics2/degree_programmes/bachelor_s_degree_programmes/faculty_of_physics/optometry 

Scope
· https://www.ecoo.info/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/ECOO-Blue-Book-2017.pdf

	Croatia
	3,855.60
	279
	417
	None
	
	II
	Scope
· https://occsee.hr/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Summary-Roundtable-Professional-and-educational-landscape-in-Central-and-Eastern-Europe.pdf

	Cyprus
	1,251.49
	41
	82
	None
	
	II
	Scope
· https://www.ecoo.info/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/ECOO-Blue-Book-2017.pdf

	Czech Republic
	10,672.12
	1,200
	1,060
	Masaryk University, Palacký University 
	Bachelor’s in Optics and Optometry
 
Masters in Optometry
	II
	Program
· https://www.muni.cz/en/bachelors-and-masters-study-programmes/23426-optometry
· https://www.studies-in-europe.eu/s/3303/68671-Studies-in-Europe/2132-Palacky-University-Olomouc.htm?pa=112&muz=u 

Scope
· https://www.ecoo.info/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/ECOO-Blue-Book-2017.pdf

	Denmark
	5,903.04
	3,680
	450
	Dania Academy, Aarhus University
	Bachelor’s of Optometry
 
Master’s in Optometry and Science of Vision
	III
	Program
· https://eadania.com/programmes/optometry/
· https://kandidat.au.dk/optometriogsynsvidenskab/

Scope
· https://www.ecoo.info/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/ECOO-Blue-Book-2017.pdf

	Estonia
	1,348.84
	270
	130
	Tallinn Healthcare College
	Higher Education 
	III
	Program
· https://www.ttk.ee/en/curriculum-optometrist 

Scope
· https://www.ecoo.info/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/ECOO-Blue-Book-2017.pdf

	Finland
	5,556.11
	1,583
	450
	Metropolia of Applied Sciences, Oulu University of Applied Sciences
	Bachelor’s in Health Care (Optometry)
 
Master of Health Care, Clinical Optometry (MOptom)
	III
	Program
· https://www.metropolia.fi/en/academics/degree-programmes-in-finnish/optometry 
· https://oamk.fi/en/clinical-optometry-admission-criteria/ 

Scope
· https://www.ecoo.info/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/ECOO-Blue-Book-2017.pdf

	France***
	67,971.31
	35,000
	5,927
	None
	
	
	

	Georgia
	3,712.50
	No data
	275
	None
	
	
	

	Germany
	83,797.99
	23,500
	7,300
	Aalen University, TH Köln, Beuth Hochschule Für Technik Berlin
	Bachelors in Optometry
 
Master of Science
	III
	Program 
· https://www.hs-aalen.de/en/courses/50-vision-science-and-business-optometry-berufsbegleiten
· https://www.th-koeln.de/en/academics/optometry-bachelors-program_83006.php
· https://www.bht-berlin.de/en/m-ao 

Scope
· https://www.ecoo.info/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/ECOO-Blue-Book-2017.pdf

	Greece
	10,426.92
	2,000
	2,000
	Technological Educational Institute of Athens
	Bachelor of Optics & Optometry 
	III
	Program
· https://proson.eoppep.gr/en/Qualifications/Details/942 

Scope
· https://www.ecoo.info/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/ECOO-Blue-Book-2017.pdf

	Hungary
	9,589.87
	850
	960
	Semmelweis University
	Bachelor of Science  in Optometry

	II
	Program
· https://semmelweis.hu/admission/programs/optometry/ 

Scope
· https://www.ecoo.info/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/ECOO-Blue-Book-2017.pdf

	Iceland
	382.00
	No Data
	31
	None
	
	
	

	Ireland
	5,262.38
	5400
	34
	Technical University of Dublin
	Bachelor of Science in Optometry



	III
	Program
· https://www.tudublin.ie/explore/faculties-and-schools/sciences-health/physics-clinical-and-optometric-sciences/about/optometry-ophthalmic-dispensing/ 

Scope
· https://www.ecoo.info/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/ECOO-Blue-Book-2017.pdf

	Italy
	58,940.43
	4,000
	7,000
	Universita degli Studi di Padova (University of Padua), University of Turin, University of Salento, University of Palermo, University of Milan-Bicocca, University of Florence, Third University of Rome, The University of Naples Federico II
	Bachelor in Optics and Optometry
	II
	Program
· https://www.unipd.it/en/educational-offer/first-cycle-degree/science?ordinamento=2016&key=SC1168&tipo=L&scuola=SC
· https://en.unito.it/ugov/degree/39633 
· https://international.unisalento.it/-/physi-1?open=3 
· https://www.unipa.it/dipartimenti/difc/cds/otticaeoptometria2219/en/?pagina=presentazione 
· https://www.mater.unimib.it/en/education/bachelor-degree-courses/optics-and-optometry#:~:text=The%20Bachelor%20Degree%20Course%20in,%2C%20optometry%2C%20and%20contact%20lenses. 
· https://studyqa.com/program/optics-and-optometry-bachelor-in-university-of-florence
· https://www.uniroma3.it/en/didattica-erogata/dipartimento-di-scienze/l/2021-2022/optics-and-optometry-0580706203000002/ 
· https://www.fisica.unina.it/en_GB/corso-di-laurea-in-ottica-e-optometria 

Scope
· https://www.ecoo.info/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/ECOO-Blue-Book-2017.pdf

	Kosovo
	1,761.98
	No data
	No Data
	None
	
	
	

	Latvia
	1,879.38
	189
	252
	University of Latvia
	Bachelor of Health Sciences in Optometry
 
Master’s in optometry 
	III
	Program 
· https://www.lu.lv/en/admission/study-programmes/bachelors-study-programmes/optometry/ 

Scope
· https://www.ecoo.info/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/ECOO-Blue-Book-2017.pdf

	Liechtenstein
	39.33
	No data
	No data
	None
	
	
	

	Lithuania
	2,831.64
	297
	350
	Vilnius University
	Bachelor in Optometry
	III
	Program 
· https://www.mf.vu.lt/en/institutes/institute-of-health-sciences/department-of-optometry 

Scope
· https://optometrininkuasociacija.lt/en/

	Luxembourg
	653.10
	No data
	50
	None
	
	II
	Scope
· https://www.ecoo.info/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/ECOO_BlueBook_2021_7.pdf

	Malta
	531.11
	15
	21
	None
	
	III
	Scope
· https://healthservices.gov.mt/en/regcounc/cpcm/Documents/Optometry%20Benchmark.pdf

	Moldova
	2,538.89
	No data
	No data
	None
	
	
	

	Monaco
	36.47
	No data
	No data
	None
	
	
	

	Montenegro
	617.21
	No data
	45
	None
	
	
	

	Netherlands
	17,700.98
	1,100
	637
	University of Applied Sciences Utrecht
	Bachelors in Optometry
	III
	Program 
· https://www.hu.nl/voltijd-opleidingen/optometrie 

Scope
· https://www.ecoo.info/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/ECOO-Blue-Book-2017.pdf

	Macedonia
	2,057.68
	29
	160
	None
	
	II
	Scope
· https://www.ecoo.info/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/ECOO-Blue-Book-2017.pdf

	Norway
	5,457.13
	1,500
	422
	University of South-Eastern Norway
	Bachelors in Optometry

Master of Science in Optometry and Vision Science
	III
	Program
· https://www.usn.no/english/academics/find-programmes/exchange-bachelor-in-optometry-and-visual-science/#:~:text=The%20Bachelor%20in%20Optometry%20programme,Global%20Optometry%20for%20international%20students. 

Scope
· https://www.ecoo.info/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/ECOO-Blue-Book-2017.pdf

	Poland
	36,821.75
	1,500
	4,565
	Adam Mickiewicz University, Nicolaus Copernicus University, University of Warsaw
	Bachelor in Spectacle Optics and Optometry
 
Master’s in Optometry

Bachelor’s in Dispensing Optics and Optometry
	II
	Programs
· https://rekrutacja.amu.edu.pl/en/studies-cataloge/ocular-optics-and-optometry,574 
· https://en.cm.umk.pl/education-overview/education-in-polish/ 
· https://informatorects.uw.edu.pl/en/programmes-all/OPT-PRK/S2-PRK-OPT/

Scope
· https://www.ecoo.info/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/ECOO-Blue-Book-2017.pdf

	Portugal
	10,409.70
	1,690
	1,096
	University of Minho, Instituto Superior de Educação e Ciências, University of Beira Interior, 
	Bachelor’s in Optometry and Vision Sciences
 
Master’s in Advanced Optometry

Doctorate in Optometry and Vision Sciences
 
Bachelor’s in Optics and Optometry (ISEC Lisboa)
	III
	Program
· https://www.ecum.uminho.pt/en/Ensino/Pages/Bachelors/Bachelor-in-Optometry-and-Vision-Sciences.aspx, 
· https://www.ecum.uminho.pt/en/Ensino/Pages/masters/Master-Degree-in-Advanced-Optometry.aspx
· https://www.iseclisboa.pt/index.php/en/ 
· https://www.ubi.pt/en/course/2
· 

Scope
· https://www.ecoo.info/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/ECOO-Blue-Book-2017.pdf

	Romania
	19,047.01
	2,078
	1,200
	Transilvania University of Brașov
	Bachelor’s in Optometry

	II
	Program 
· https://www.unitbv.ro/en/340-academic-programmes-catalogue-course/academic-programmes-subcategories/academic-programmes-in-romanian/academic-programmes-in-romanian-bachelor/1737-optometry.html 

Scope
· https://www.ecoo.info/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/ECOO-Blue-Book-2017.pdf

	Russia***
	144,236.93
	2,502
	13,700
	Saint Petersburg Medical Technical College
	
	III
	Scope:
https://www.womeninoptometry.com/practice-designs/article/from-russia-with-love-of-the-profession/

	San Marino
	33.66
	No data
	No data
	None
	
	
	

	Serbia
	6,664.45
	96
	750
	University of Novi Sad
	Vocational Optometrist Title

	II
	Program 
· https://www.pmf.uns.ac.rs/en/studies/study-programs/optometry-2018/ 

Scope
· https://www.ecoo.info/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/ECOO-Blue-Book-2017.pdf

	Slovakia
	5,431.75
	260
	650
	None
	
	II
	Scope
· https://www.ecoo.info/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/ECOO-Blue-Book-2017.pdf

	Slovenia
	2,111.99
	45
	130
	None
	
	II
	Scope
· https://www.ecoo.info/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/ECOO-Blue-Book-2017.pdf

	Spain
	47,778.34
	16,533
	4,865
	University of Valencia, Universidad San Pablo, Universidade de Santiago de Compostela, Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya, Terrassa School of Optics and Optometry
 
	Bachelor’s in Optics and Optometry

Master’s in Optometry and Vision Sciences

Doctorate in Optometry and Vision Sciences
	III
	Program
· https://www.uv.es/uvweb/college/en/undergraduate-studies/undergraduate-studies-/degree-programmes-offered/degree-optics-optometry-1285846094474/Titulacio.html?id=1285847387120#:~:text=Academic%2C%20scientific%20or%20professional%20interest,treatment%20of%20alterations%20in%20vision. 
· https://www.uspceu.com/en/academic-programs/degree/pharmacy-optics-and-optometry 
· https://www.usc.gal/en/studies/masters/health-sciences/master-optometry 
· https://foot.upc.edu/en 

Scope
· https://www.ecoo.info/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/ECOO-Blue-Book-2017.pdf

	Sweden
	10,486.94
	2,100
	900
	Karolinska Institute, Linnaeus University




	Bachelors in Optometry

Masters in Clinical Optometry
	III
	Program
· https://education.ki.se/programme-syllabus/3O108 
· https://lnu.se/en/medarbetare/organisation/fhl/departments/department-of-medicine-and-optometry/

Scope
· https://www.ecoo.info/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/ECOO-Blue-Book-2017.pdf

	Switzerland
	8,775.76
	1,300
	830
	UAS Northwestern Switzerland
	Bachelor’s of Science in Optometry
	III
	Program 
· https://www.fhnw.ch/de/studium/technik/optometrie 

Scope
· https://www.ecoo.info/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/ECOO-Blue-Book-2017.pdf

	Turkey
	85,326.00
	No data
	3500
	None
	
	I
	Scope
· https://www.ecoo.info/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/ECOO-Blue-Book-2017.pdf

	Ukraine
	38,000.00
	No data
	2,973
	None
	 
	I
	Scope
· https://www.ecoo.info/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/ECOO-Blue-Book-2017.pdf

	United Kingdom
	66,971.40
	14,308
	3,000
	Aston University, University of London,
University of Hertfordshire,
University of Manchester,
Ulster University,
Anglia Ruskin University,
Cardiff University,
University of Huddersfield,
University of Plymouth,
Teesside University, Middlesbrough
University of Bradford, Bristol, University of the West of England, University of the Highlands and Islands,
Glasgow Caledonian University, University College London,
University of Southampton
	Bachelor of Science in Optometry
 
Master of Science in Optometry 
 
Master of Science in Optometry and Ophthalmology (Advanced Clinical Practice)
 
Master of Science in Optical Engineering

Master of Philosophy in Optometry 

PhD in Optometry 
	IV
	Program
· https://www.aston.ac.uk/study/courses/optometry-moptom
· https://www.city.ac.uk/prospective-students/courses/undergraduate/optometr
· https://www.herts.ac.uk/courses/optometry
· https://www.manchester.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/courses/2024/11418/optometry-bsc-hons/
· https://www.ulster.ac.uk/course/bsc-hons-optometry
· https://www.anglia.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/optometry
· https://www.cardiff.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/courses/optometry-bsc
· https://www.hud.ac.uk/courses/optometry/
· https://www.plymouth.ac.uk/courses/optometry-bsc-hons
· https://www.tees.ac.uk/
· https://www.bradford.ac.uk/courses/undergraduate/optometry/
· https://www.uwe.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/optometry-bsc
· https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/studying-at-uhi/courses/optometry/
· https://www.gcu.ac.uk/study/courses/optometry-bsc-hon
· https://www.ucl.ac.uk/prospective-students/undergraduate/degrees/optometry-bsc/
· https://www.southampton.ac.uk/courses/optometry-bsc 

Scope
· https://www.ecoo.info/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/ECOO-Blue-Book-2017.pdf


* Scope of practice is not well defined due to low numbers of eye care providers in the country. Accepts outside optometric training degrees. 
** Scope of practice is broadly defined by outside accrediting sources and documentation. Accepts outside optometric training degrees. 
*** Optometrists are considered as refractive opticians. Only opticianry and ophthalmology exist in the country. 

Table S4. Data on eye care professionals, optometric training, and optometry scope of practice in Africa (54 countries total; 42 programs housed across 20 countries).
 
	Country
	Population (thousands)
	Optometrists
	Ophthalmologists
	School
	Degree
	Scope
	References

	Ethiopia
	123,379.92
	336
	160
	University of Gondar
Hawassa University
	Bachelor’s of Science

	IV
	Program
· https://cmhs.uog.edu.et/bsc-program-in-medicine/
· https://www.hu.edu.et/index.php/academics/all-programs/314-all-programs-cmhs

Scope
· https://avehjournal.org/index.php/aveh/article/view/503/1155#:~:text=The%20detailed%20scope%20of%20optometry,paediatric%20and%20binocular%20vision%20disorders.

https://www.academia.edu/101072222/Thirteen_years_on_The_long_journey_of_optometry_in_Ethiopia?email_work_card=title


	Ghana
	33,475.87
	850
	97
	Kwame Nkrumah University of Science & Technology (KNUST), University of Cape Coast
	Doctorate of Optometry (OD)

	IV
	Program
· https://optometry.knust.edu.gh/
· https://sovs.ucc.edu.gh/

Scope
· https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25944332/


	The Gambia
	2,705.99
	16
	2
	Sheikh Zayed Regional Eye Care Center
	Diploma in Optometry

	II
	Program
· https://szrecc.weebly.com/szrecc.html

Scope
· THE HISTORY AND CURRENT STATUS OF ...IU ScholarWorkshttps://scholarworks.iu.edu

	Nigeria
	218,541.21
	2897
	540
	University of Benin, Abia State University, Imo State University, Madonna University, Federal University of Technology, University of Ilorin, Bayero University 
	Doctorate of Optometry (OD)

	IV
	Program
· https://lifesci.uniben.edu/department-of-optometry/
· https://noang.org/abia-state-university/
· https://imsuonline.edu.ng/opt.php
· https://www.madonnauniversity.edu.ng/
· https://futo.edu.ng/Schools/Health/Optometry.htm
· https://ovs.lifesciences.unilorin.edu.ng/
· https://fah.buk.edu.ng/Optometry

Scope
· https://skippereyeq.com/understanding-the-role-of-an-optometrist-in-nigeria/#:~:text=Deliver%20primary%20eye%20care%20for,patients%20experiencing%20irreversible%20eyesight%20issues.

	South Africa
	59,893.89
	3889
	280
	University of Limpopo, University of Kwazulu-Nata, University of Johannesburg, University of Free State
	Bachelor’s in Optometry

	IV
	Program
· https://staging.ul.ac.za/faculty-of-health-sciences/school-of-health-care-sciences/department-of-optometry/
· https://optometry.ukzn.ac.za/
· https://www.uj.ac.za/university-courses/bachelor-of-optometry/
· https://www.ufs.ac.za/health/departments-and-divisions/optometry-home#:~:text=At%20the%20University%20of%20the,improve%20and%20preserve%20their%20sight.

Scope
· https://saoa.co.za/

	Eritrea
	3,684.03
	92
	3
	Asmara College of Health Science
	Bachelor’s of Optometry
	IV
	Program
· https://www.iapb.org/news/a-landmark-achievement-eritrea-meets-v2020-goal-for-refractive-errors-human-resources/#:~:text=After%209%20years%20of%20running,Optometry%20Degree%20in%20August%202019.

Scope
· https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31391042/


	Kenya
	54,027.49
	307
	120
	Kenya Medical Training College
Masinde Muliro University of Science and Technology
	Diploma

Bachelor’s of Optometry
	III
	Program
· https://kmtc.ac.ke/department-of-optometry/
· https://publichealth.mmust.ac.ke/index.php/departments/optometry-vision-sciences

Scope
· http://guidelines.health.go.ke:8000/media/Scope-of-Practice-for-Ophthalmic-Workers.-Oct-2022.pdf

	Malawi
	20,405.32
	102
	14
	Mzuzu University,
Malawi College of Health Sciences
	Bachelor’s of Optometry

Diploma

	IV
	Program
· https://www.mzuni.ac.mw/?page_id=1255
· https://hec.ac.mw/study/course/malawi-college-of-health-sciences/diploma-optometry

Scope
· moa.co.mw

	Mali
	22,593.59
	30
	72
	African Institute of Tropical Ophthalmology
	Diploma
	III
	Program
· https://scholarworks.iu.edu/journals/index.php/hindsight/article/download/31557/35804

Scope
· https://www.chu-iota.ml/images/iota/pdf/formation_iniatiale_optimetrie.pdf


	Mozambique
	32,969.52
	92
	20
	School of Optometry at Lurio University
	Bachelor’s of Optometry
	IV
	Program
· https://bhvi.org/news/the-optometrist/

Scope
· https://journal.opted.org/article/competency-based-assessment-of-refractive-error-measurement-in-a-mozambique-optometry-school/

	Tanzania
	65,497.75
	394
	69
	Killimanjaro Christian Medical University College
	Diploma
 
Bachelor’s of Optometry
	IV 
	Programs
· https://kcmuco.ac.tz/bsc-in-optometry/
· https://ttcih.ac.tz/diploma-in-in-optometry/ 

Scope
· https://tanzaniaoptometric.com/


	Egypt
	110,990.10
	No data
	6,000
	Pharos University in Alexandria
	Bachelor of Science in Optometry 
	II
	Program
· https://www.pua.edu.eg/applied-health-sciences-technology/study-program-2/optical-technology-study-program/

Scope
· https://egyptianoptician.com/en/home/


	Uganda 
	47,249.58
	10
	45
	Makerere University
	Bachelor’s of Optometry
	IV
	Program
· https://chs.mak.ac.ug/programs/bachelor-optometry

Scope
· https://www.optometryuganda.org/

	Sudan 
	46,874.20
	2800
	506
	Al Neelan University, Ibn Sina University, Makka College of Optometry, University of West Kordofan
	Bachelor of Science in Optometry
	IV
	Program
· https://www.neelain.edu.sd/college/Optics
· https://isu.edu.sd/
· https://scholarworks.iu.edu/journals/index.php/hindsight/article/download/31557/35804 

Scope:
· https://www.emro.who.int/emhj-volume-29-2023/volume-29-issue-3/situation-analysis-of-optometric-education-in-the-eastern-mediterranean-region.html


	Zambia
	20,017.67
	62
	30
	Levy Mwanawasa Medical University
	Diploma, 
Bachelor’s in Optometry
	IV 
	Program
· https://lmmu.ac.zm/undergrad.html

Scope
· https://www.hpcz.org.zm/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Optometrists-CCRM.pdf


	Zimbabwe
	16,320.54
	65
	27
	University of Zimbabwe, Bindura University of Science Education
	Bachelor’s in Optometry
	III 
	Program
· https://www.uz.ac.zw/index.php/2-uncategorised/1557-optometry-unit
· https://www.buse.ac.zw/

Scope
· https://zoa.co.zw/


	Democratic Republic of Congo***
	99,010.21
	4
	87
	None
	None
	II
	

	Republic of Congo***
	5,970.42
	1
	8
	None
	None
	II
	


	Algeria
	44,903.22
	320
	1500
	None
	None
	II
	Scope:
· https://www.emro.who.int/emhj-volume-29-2023/volume-29-issue-3/situation-analysis-of-optometric-education-in-the-eastern-mediterranean-region.html


	Angola
	35,588.99
	95
	22
	None
	None
	III 
	Scope:
The Angolan government has established the Regulatory Agency for Medicines and Healthcare Technologies (ARMED) to oversee and regulate the healthcare sector. ARMED's responsibilities include licensing pharmaceuticals and health technologies, ensuring the quality of healthcare products and services, and monitoring the importation of medical devices to ensure they meet World Health Organization (WHO) norms and Angolan regulations. Therefore, the laws of optometry are still not well defined but approved/disapproved by the board.

· https://www.trade.gov/country-commercial-guides/angola-healthcare?utm_source=chatgpt.com

	Morocco
	37,457.97
	510
	1200
	École des Sciences Paramédicales Appliquées (ESPA), Université Internationale de Casablanca, École Privée d’Optique Optométrie et d’Orthoptie (IPIAB)
	License

	II
	Program
· https://www.espa.ma/
· https://www.uic.ac.ma/
· https://ipiab.ma/ 

Scope
· https://www.emro.who.int/emhj-volume-29-2023/volume-29-issue-3/situation-analysis-of-optometric-education-in-the-eastern-mediterranean-region.html

	Madagascar*
	29,611.71
	2
	24
	None
	
	
	

	Côte d'Ivoire*** 
	28,160.54
	10
	101
	Institut Superior

	Certificate
	II
	Program
· https://www.rusta-istci.org/




	Cameroon***
	27,914.54
	10
	85
	École Des Infirmiers 

	Certificate
	II
	Program
· https://eisorsf.com/


	Niger***
	26,207.98
	15
	20
	None
	None
	II
	

	Burkina Faso
	22,673.76
	0
	51
	None
	
	
	

	Chad*
	17,723.31
	3
	8
	None
	
	
	

	Somalia*
	17,597.51
	38
	4
	University of Hargeisa (program currently suspended) 
	
	
	Program
· https://my.uoh-edu.net/program_track?track_name=Optometry%20and%20Orthoptics


	Senegal***
	17,316.45
	3
	67
	None
	None
	II
	

	Guinea
	13,859.34
	0
	31
	None
	None
	
	

	Rwanda
	13,776.70
	8
	17
	None
	None
	III
	Scope
· https://rwandalii.org/akn/rw/act/mo/2011/24/eng@2011-12-26#:~:text=9%20%E2%80%93%20Optometrist%20&%20Opticians-,Article%2037%20%E2%80%93%20Optometrist,practice%20prior%20to%20professional%20examinations.


	Benin*
	13,352.86
	5
	40
	None
	None
	
	

	Burundi*
	12,889.58
	2
	16
	None
	None
	
	

	Tunisia
	12,356.12
	No data
	500
	Université Central
	License

	II
	Program
· https://www.universitecentrale.net/amp/centralesante/fr/filiere/40/optique-medicale#:~:text=Address%20:%2016%20Rue%20IBN%20TAFRAJINE,email%20:%20ucginfo@univesitecentrale.net

Scope
· https://www.tunisiaeducation.info/career-options/optometrists


	South Sudan**
	10,913.16
	2
	5
	None
	None
	II
	

	Togo***
	8,848.70
	5
	31
	None
	None
	II
	

	Sierra Leone
	8,605.72
	4
	6
	None
	None
	II
	Scope
· https://www.parliament.gov.sl/uploads/acts/ALLIED%20HEALTH%20PROFESSIONS%20ACT,%202022.pdf


	Libya
	6,812.34
	No data
	260
	None
	None
	
	

	Central African Republic**
	5,579.14
	5
	3
	None
	None
	II
	

	Liberia
	5,302.68
	1
	5
	None
	None
	IV
	Scope
· https://at2030.org/static/at2030_core/outputs/Liberia_National_Clinical_Guidelines_for_Basic_Eye_Care_1st_Ed_2023.pdf


	Mauritania
	4,736.14
	No data
	6
	None
	None
	
	

	Botswana
	2,630.30
	57
	12
	None
	None
	IV
	Scope
· https://boa.org.bw/


	Namibia
	2,567.01
	No data
	10
	None
	None
	
	

	Gabon*
	2,388.99
	7
	30
	None
	None
	
	

	Lesotho**
	2,305.82
	15
	4
	None
	None
	III
	

	Guinea Bissau*
	2,105.57
	8
	3
	None
	None
	
	

	Equatorial Guinea*
	1,674.91
	2
	2
	None
	None
	
	

	Mauritius
	1,262.52
	50
	32
	None
	None
	III
	Scope
· https://mauritiusassembly.govmu.org/mauritiusassembly/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/bill0421.pdf

	Eswatini*
	1,201.67
	12
	3
	None 
	None
	
	

	Djibouti*
	1,120.85
	18
	4
	None 
	None
	
	.

	Comoros*
	836.77
	1
	1
	None
	None
	
	

	Cabo Verde**
	593.15
	6
	12
	None
	None
	II
	

	Sao Tomei & Principe*
	227.38
	1
	1
	None
	None
	
	

	Seychelles
	119.88
	13
	4
	None
	None
	III
	Scope
· http://www.hpcseychelles.org/wp-content/uploads/scope-of-practice-nov2018.pdf



 * Scope of practice is not well defined due to low numbers of eye care providers in the country. Accepts outside optometric training degrees. 
** Scope of practice is broadly defined by outside accrediting sources and documentation. Accepts outside optometric training degrees. 
*** Optometrists are considered as refractive opticians. Only opticianry and ophthalmology exist in the country. 

Table S5. Data on eye care professionals, optometric training, and optometry scope of practice in Asia & Middle East (40 countries total; 299 programs housed across 25 countries).


	Country
	Population (thousands)
	Optometrists
	Ophthalmologists
	School
	Degree
	Scope
	Reference

	China
	1,412,175.00
	2100
	36,342
	Wenzhou Medical University,
Tianjin Medical University,
Nanjing Medical University,
Fujian Medical University,
Shandong Traditional Chinese Medical University,
China Medical University,
Hebei Medical University,
Xuzhou Medical University,
Anhui Medical University,
Nanchang Medical University, SiChuan University,
West China School of Medicine
North SiChuan Medical University,
Guizhou Medical University,
Dalian medical University,
Capital Medical University,
Nankai University,
Shanxi Medical University,
Kunming Medical University,
Shandong First Medical University,
Henan University,
Chongqing Medical University, Shantou University Medical College, Zhongshan Ophthalmic Center Sun Yat-Sen University, Hubei University of Science and Technology 
 
	Diploma

Bachelor of Science

Bachelor of Medicine
 
Master of Optometry
 
Combined Optometry & Ophthalmology degree
	Varies based on what level of training.

IV (MB only) 
	Program
· https://en.wmu.edu.cn/Admissionsqy/Undergraduate/Programs.htm
· https://www.tmu.edu.cn/yxjsxyen/SchoolofOptometrywOphthalmology/list.htm
· https://english.njmu.edu.cn/5910/list.htm
· https://opportunities-insight.britishcouncil.org/sites/siem/files/field/file/news/Fujian%20Medical%20University.pdf
· http://sdutcm.admissions.cn/
· https://www.cmuh.cmu.edu.tw/Department/Detail_EN?depid=75
· https://zsb.hebmu.edu.cn/a/2020/06/30/CDCCF2BC24484F2CAE5E0C1EDBA29B02.html
· https://gjjyen.xzhmu.edu.cn/info/1012/1132.htm
· https://www.ahyz.edu.cn/en/Academic_Schools___Courses_/School_of_Medical_Technology_.htm, 
· https://english.ncu.edu.cn/Schools__Departments/Professiona_Settings/Programs___Specialties.htm
· https://www.sicas.com.cn/School/151/Sichuan-University/17168/Optometry
· https://www.wchscu.cn/details/50358.html
· https://en.scaier.com/optometry/
· https://wcame.meduc.cn/en_school.php
· https://iec.dmu.edu.cn/info/1078/1520.htm
· http://en.medical.nankai.edu.cn/Undergraduates/list.htm
· https://chinastudy.org.cn/?page_id=114
· https://www.kmmc.cn/Pages_1900_36535.aspx
· https://en.sdeyei-h.edu/
· https://med.henu.edu.cn/en/About/Schools_and_Departments.htm
· https://www.ychcqmu.com/en_about_us
· https://stumc.cucas.cn/program/Optometry-Medicine-70803.htm
· https://www.gzzoc.com/en 
· https://wgyxy.hbust.edu.cn/ysgxy.htm

Scope
· https://www.slideshare.net/slideshow/section-5-optometry-in-asia-by-thai-and-yap/13928787

	Hong Kong
	7,536,100
	No data
	No data
	Hong Kong Polytechnic University
	Bachelor’s of Science 
	III (with allowance of cycloplegics for myopia control)
	Program
· https://www.polyu.edu.hk/en/so

Scope
· https://smp-council.org.hk/op/file/pdf/op_practice_e.pdf

	Taiwan
	7,536.10
	0
	1500
	Chung Shan Medical University, Shu-Zen Junior College of Medicine and Management, Jenteh Junior College of Medicine, Nursing and Management, Yuanpei University of Medical Technology, Central Taiwan University of Science and Technology, Chung Hwa University of Medical Technology, Hsin Sheng Junior College of Medical Care and Management, MacKay Junior College of Medicine, Nursing, and Management, Da yeh University, Asia University, University of Kang Ning
	Associate Degree 
 
Bachelor’s of Science 
 
Master’s of Science – Research focused 
	II 
	Program
· https://english.csmu.edu.tw/p/404-1001-68123.php?Lang=zh-tw
· https://web.szmc.edu.tw/szmc_e
· https://www.jente.edu.tw/english/academics-2/
· https://eng.ypu.edu.tw/p/426-1056-20.php?Lang=en
· https://op.ctust.edu.tw/?Lang=en
· https://www.hwai.edu.tw/p/404-1000-41857.php?Lang=en
· https://www.seevividly.com/clinic/503/Department_of_Optometry_Hsin_Sheng_Junior_College_of_Medica
· https://en.mmc.edu.tw/optometry-eng/Equipment.asp
· https://opt.dyu.edu.tw/en/about.html
· https://opt.asia.edu.tw/?locale=en 
· https://www.ukn.edu.tw/


Scope
· https://www.slideshare.net/slideshow/section-5-optometry-in-asia-by-thai-and-yap/13928787


	Bangladesh
	171,186.37
	200
	1200
	Chittagong Medical University, University of South Asia


	Diploma in Optometry and Low Vision

Bachelor’s of Science in Optometry   

	IV
	Program
· https://icoedu.org/academics/bachelor-of-science-in-optometry/
· https://southasiauni.ac.bd/department/diploma-in-optometry-and-low-vision
· 

Scope
· https://greenwatchbd.com/op-ed/40754

	Cambodia
	16,767.84
	5
	71
	National Refraction Training Centre
	Certified for Refraction Training

	II
	Program
· https://asiaoptometriccongress.com/blog/refraction-training-course-in-phnom-penh-cambodia/

Scope
· https://www.nature.com/articles/s41433-023-02846-9


	Vietnam
	98,186.86
	77
	1300
	Pham Ngoc Thach University of Medicine, Hanoi Medical University
	Bachelor’s of Science 
 
Note: In talks to expand having a five-year Master’s or Doctorate of Optometry
	III
	Program
· https://www.pnt.edu.vn/university-of-medicine-pham-ngoc-thach
· https://en.hmu.edu.vn/.

Scope
· https://journal.opted.org/article/utilization-survey-of-the-first-two-cohorts-of-optometry-graduates-from-the-university-of-medicine-pham-ngoc-thach-in-ho-chi-minh-city-vietnam/


	Pakistan
	235,824.86
	1020
	2800
	The University of Faisalabad, Al-Hamd Islamic University,  Green International University, Shaheed Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto Medical University, Dow University of Health Science, King Edward Medical University, Khyber Medical University, Khawaja Fareed University, Nur International University, The Superior University, Abasyn University, Iqra University, Al Wateen Institute Of Medical Sciences, Capital College of Health Sciences, University of Medical Technology, FMH College of Medicine and Dentistry, Rashid Latif Medical College, Hafeez Institute of Medical Sciences, Professional College of Medical Science, Pakistan Institute of Community Ophthalmology, Bashir Institute of Health Science, Nishtar Medical College, Bakhtawar Amin Medical and Dental College
	Bachelor’s of Science 
 
Bachelor’s of Science in Vision Science

Bachelor’s of Science in Optometry & Orthoptics
 
Master’s of Philosophy in Optometry
 
Doctor of Optometry
 
PhD in Optometry
 
	IV
 
Note: Difference in scope of practice between Bachelor/Doctorate is unclear
	Program
· https://tuf.edu.pk/n/departments-details/department-of-optometry
· https://qta.aiu.edu.pk/bs-op.php
· https://giu.edu.pk/department-detail/school-of-optometry
· https://www.szabmu.edu.pk/admission/ahs-admission
· https://www1.duhs.edu.pk/storage/app/public/uploads/Prostectus-BS-Optometry-2021_06122021_1671542007.pdf
· https://coavs.edu.pk/
· https://kmu.edu.pk/program/BS-Optometry/39
· https://kfueit.edu.pk/program-hs
· https://www.niu.edu.pk/department-of-optometry/#:~:text=BS%20Optometry&text=The%20program%20is%20based%20on,the%20optometric%20service%20to%20patients
· https://www.superior.edu.pk/faculties/faculty-of-allied-health-sciences/bs-optometry/
· https://www.abasynisb.edu.pk/VS.php
· https://www.iqrauni.edu.pk/bs-optometry
· https://www.eduvision.edu.pk/al-wateen-institute-of-medical-sciences-awims-islamabad-ins-1548173617
· https://www.eduvision.edu.pk/capital-college-of-health-sciences-cchs-islamabad-ins-1607345761
· https://admissions.umt.edu.pk/prog/BS-OVS.aspx
· https://www.fmhcmd.edu.pk/department-of-optometry-and-orthoptics/
· https://www.rlmc.edu.pk/ahs/opt
· https://hims.edu.pk/
· https://www.pcms.edu.pk/
· https://www.pico.org.pk/coursesdetail/31
· https://bashir.edu.pk/
· https://hep.punjab.gov.pk/Publicprograms/institute_detail/?HTTP_REFERER=&institute_id=840&subject_id=7586
· https://bamdc.edu.pk/academic/undergraduate/optometry/

Scope
· https://blog.tuf.edu.pk/heres-how-optometry-can-be-a-lucrative-career-option-for-you/

	India
	1,417,137.17
	54000
	22000
	Aarupadai Veedu Medical College and College of Optometry,
Abhaya College of Optometry,
Acchutha Institute of Optometry,
Acharya Institute of Allied Health Sciences,
Adarsh University, Bhatinda,
Aditya Jyot Institute of Optometry, Wadala Mumbai,
Ahalia School of Optometry, Palakkad,
AJ Institute of Medical Sciences and Research,
AKG Co- Operative Institute of HEalth Sciences , Kannur,
Al Salama College of Optometry , Perinthalmanna , Malappuram,
All India Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi,
Al-Shifa College of Optometry , Perinthalmanna,
Amity Medical School - Department of Optometry,
Amrita Institute of Medical Sciences and Research , Kochi,
Arka Jain University - Department of Optometry,
Arun Educational Trust, Arun College of Paramedical Sciences,
Assam Down town medical college,
B.N Patel Institute of Paramedical and Science , Anand,
Bansara College of Optometry , Shillong,
Bareilly Insitute of Parademical sceicens,
Bejan Singh Institute Of Optometry,
Bharati Vidyapeeth School of Optometry, Pune,
Brainware University,
C.L. Gupta Eye Institute,
Chandigarh University,
CHARUSAT (Charotar University of Science & Technology) - BDIPS, Changa,
Chitkara School of Health Sciences, Chandigarh,
Christian College of Optometry , Bangalore,
Christian Medical College Vellore - School of Optometry,
College of Paramedical Sciences,
CT University,
Datta Meghe Institute of Medical Science (DMIMS),
Diwaliba College of Optometry , Maliba Campus,
Dr Ravi Agarwal Eye Hospital,
Dr Tony's School of Optometry . Aluva,
Dr. Agarwal's Institute of Optometry,
Dr. D. Y. Patil Institute of Optometry & Visual Sciences, Pune,
Dr. NTR University of Health Sciences Vijayawada,
Dr. Om Parkash Eye Institute,
Drashti Netralaya a unit of Ophthalmic Mission Trust,
Elite School Of Optometry,
ERA University - College of Optometry,
Galgotias University - School of Medical and Allied Sciences - Department of Optometry and Visual Sciences,
Ganpati Netralaya,
George College of Management and Sciences, Kolkata,
Global Institutions Paramedical College,
Goa Medical College - Department of Optometry,
Government Medical College , Kozhikode,
Grace College of Allied Health Sciences,
Haldia Institute of Management,
Hari Jyot College of Optometry, Navsari,
Hindu Mission Hospital,
Hindusthan College Of Health Science,
Indian Institute of Paramedical Science, Nasik - College of Optometry & Ophthalmic Sciences,
Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU),
Institute for technology & management - institute of Health Science, New Panvel,
ITM - Vocational University, Baroda,
ITM University , Raipur - School of Life and Allied Sciences,
Jamia Hamdard, Delhi,
Jan Kalyan Eye Hospital Research and Training Institute,
Joseph Eye Hospital College of Optometry,
KR Adhikary Institute of Vocational Education and Research,
Krishna College of Paramedical & Allied Health Science,
Krishnalaya School Of Optometry,
L.V. Prasad, Hyderabad,
Laxmi College of Optometry, Panvel,
Little Flower Institute of Medical Science & Research, Angamaly, kerala,
Lotus Bausch & Lomb Institute of Optometry, Cochin/Kochi,
Lotus Bausch & Lomb Institute of Optometry, Coimbatore,
Lotus Bausch & Lomb Institute of Optometry, Salem,
Lotus College of Optometry, Mumbai,
M.N. College of Optometry,
Maharishi Markendeshwar University,
Mahatma Gandhi Medical College and College of Optometry,
Malabar Institute of Medical Sciences Ltd. Malappuram,
Mangala College of Allied Health Sciences ,Kottayam,
Manipal College of Hjealth Professions,
Maria College of Allied Health Sciences,
Martin Luther Christian University,
Medical Trust Institute of Medical Sciences (MTIMS), Ernakulam,
MGM Deemed University,
MGM School of Biomedical Sciences,
Nagar School of Optometry, Ahmedabad,
Naseema College of Optometry,
Nethradhama School of Optometry, Bangalore,
Netra Jyothi Institute of Allied Health Sciences,
NIMS University,
NSHM Knowledge Campus , Durgpur,
NSHM Knowledge Campus , Kolkata,
Om Sai Paramedical College, Ambala,
Pailan College, Kolkata,
Pandaveswar Institute of Health and Allied Sciences,
Panimalar College of Allied Health Sciences,
Paramedical College , Durgapur,
PBMA'S H.V. Desai Eye Hospital, College of Optometry, Pune,
Priest University - College of Optometry,
PT Bhagwat Dayal Sharma University of Health Sciences Rohtak,
Pushpagiri Eye Institute, Secunderabad,
Rajiv Gandi Paramedical Institute,
Rayhan College of Optometry, Edapal, Kerala,
Rayhan Eye Hospital - Tirur,
Rayhan Eye Hospital , Triprayar,
Regional Institute of Ophthalmology , Government Medical College - Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala,
Regional Institute of Ophthalmology , Government Medical College - West Bengal,
Regional Institute of Ophthalmology, IGIMS, Patna,
Revathi College of Paramedical Sciences,
Ridley College Of Optometry, Jorhat,
RIPPANS-Govt of India-Aizawl,
S.Salins College of Optometry, Bidar,
Sankara College of Optometry, Bangalore,
Saveetha University - College of Optometry,
Schieffelin Institute Of Health - Research Leprosy Centre,
Sewa Sadan Eye Hospital,
SGT University,
Sharda university,
Shree Bharatimaiya School of Optometry, Surat,
Shri Ganpati Netralaya College of Optometry,
Shri Ram Murti Smarak (SRMS) Institute of Paramedical Sciences,
Sitapur Eye Hospital,
SNDT Premlila Vithaldas Polytechnic,
Sree Anjaneya College of Oaramedical Sciences, Kerala,
Sri Jayendra Saraswathi Institute of Optometry, Chennai,
Sri Ramachandra University & Research Institute, Department Of Optometry,
SRI SANKARADEVA NETHRALAYA, Guwahati,
Sri Shanmugha Institute of Medical Science And Research,
Sri Venkateshwara College Of Paramedical Sciences,
Srimanta Sankaradeva,
Srinivas Institute of Allied Health Sciences,
SRM Medical College and Research Centre,
Supreme Institute of Management and Technology,
Sushant University,
Susruta School of Optometry and Visual Sciences , Ernakulam,
Tagore Medical College And Hospitals,
Tamil Nadu Dr. MGR Medical University Chennai,
The AL- Rayhan Eye Hospital and Optometry College , Kondotty,
The Kunhitharuvai Memorial Charitable Trust group of Institutions , Calicut,
The Sankara Nethralaya Academy,
Tripura Institute of Paramedical Sciences,
UCBMSH, Dehradun, Uttarakhand,
United College Of Medical Sciences,
University of Hyderabad, School of medical sciences- Integrated masters program,
Uttar Pradesh University of Medical Sciences - College of Optometry,
Uttarakhand Universtiy,
Vasan Institute of Ophthalmology & Research, Chennai,
Vasan Institute of Ophthalmology & Research, Coimbatore,
Vasan Institute of Ophthalmology & Research, Salem,
Verr Narmad South Gujrat University,
Vidyasagar College of Optometry & Vision Science, Kolkata,
Villupuram Medical College,
Vinayaka Mission's Research Foundation,
Vittala International Institute of Ophthalmology,
VMN Insitute of Allied Health Sciences,
Wavikar Eye Institute, Mumbai,
West Bengal University of Health Sciences,
Yaima College of Optometry.
	Diploma in Optometry

Diploma in Contact lens Practice 
 
Diploma in Behavioral Optometrical Science 
 
Post-Graduate Diploma in Optometry and Vision Sciences 

Bachelor’s of Science

Bachelor’s of Science in Optometry & Ophthalmic Techniques 
 
Bachelor’s of Optometry 

Master’s of Science

Master’s of Optometry

Doctorate (PhD) in Optometry 
	Bachelor’s – III
 
Both Master’s and PhDs are more research focused
	Program
· https://avmc.edu.in/department-of-ophthalmology/
· https://www.abhayainstitutions.com/bsc-optometry.html
· https://www.acchuthaoptometry.com/
· https://www.acharya.ac.in/aiahs/bsc-optometry
· https://coparamedicalsciaimsr.adeshuniversity.ac.in/Courses.aspx
· https://www.adityajyoteyehospital.org/bsc-optometry.html
· https://ahaliaschoolofoptometry.org/courses-offered/
· https://ajims.edu.in/WebPages/BScOptometry.aspx
· https://www.akgcihs.com/home/course/degree
· https://www.alsalama.org/courses/
· https://www.aiims.edu/index.php/en/academic_section_courses
· https://www.alshifacollegeofparamedicalsciences.com/optometry
· https://www.amity.edu/gurugram/bachelor-of-optometry
· https://www.amrita.edu/program/b-sc-optometry/
· https://arkajainuniversity.ac.in/schools-and-institutes/school-of-health-allied-science/b-optometry/
· https://arunnursingparamedicalcollege.com/bscsip.php
· https://adtu.in/programme/bachelor-of-optometry.html#programme-details
· https://www.bnparamedical.org.in/programmes/ug-courses/bachelor-of-optometry
· https://bansaraeyecare.com/educational-wings-bios/
· https://www.biu.edu.in/bscopt
· https://bejansingheyehospital.com/institution/
· https://www.bvuniversity.edu.in/optometry/all-programmes
· https://www.brainwareuniversity.ac.in/degree-programmes/bachelor-of-optometry.php
· https://www.clgei.org/OptometryTrainingProgram.html
· https://www.cuchd.in/applied-health-sciences/bachelor-of-optometry.php
· https://www.charusat.ac.in/bdips/index.html#
· https://www.chitkara.edu.in/optometry/
· https://christiancollegebangalore.org/bsc-optometry/
· https://www.cmch-vellore.edu/ophthalmology/
· https://www.tmu.ac.in/college-of-paramedical-sciences
· https://www.ctuniversity.in/courses/b-optometry
· https://www.dmiher.edu.in
· https://utu.ac.in/AdmissionsAfter12th.html
· https://www.dragarwal.com/programs/bachelor-of-science-in-optometry/
· https://www.drtonyseyehospital.com/training-and-education
· https://www.dragarwalsinstituteofoptometry.com
· https://optometry.dpu.edu.in
· https://drntr.uhsap.in/index/Academics_courses
· https://www.dromparkash.com/m-optometry/#:~:text=Program%20Overview,sector%20of%20the%20Healthcare%20industry.
· https://drashtinetralaya.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Drashti-Netralaya-Education-Programs.pdf
· https://eso.sankaranethralaya.org/
· https://www.erauniversity.in/bsc-in-optometry/
· https://www.galgotiasuniversity.edu.in/p/program/under-graduate/department-of-paramedical-and-allied-health-sciences/boptometry
· http://www.netralaya.org/Colleage%20of%20opto/Colleage.aspx
· https://www.georgecollege.org/bachelors-in-optometry-course
· https://www.theglobalinstitutions.in/ug1.php
· https://dte.goa.gov.in/institute/Degree/6055
· https://www.govtmedicalcollegekozhikode.ac.in/department-detail/ophthalmology
· https://graceinstitutions.com/college-of-allied-health-science.php
· https://himhaldia.edu.in/course-details/bachelor-of-optometry-college-in-west-bengal
· https://www.harijyotoptometry.edu.in
· https://hindumissionhospital.in/allied-health-courses/
· https://hindustanuniv.ac.in/bachelor-of-optometry-boptom/
· https://nipsnasik.com/paramedical-courses-in-nashik/optometry-course/
· http://rcranchi.ignou.ac.in/programmes/detail/78/For
· https://www.itm.edu/institute-of-health-sciences/
· https://www.itm.ac.in/b-optometry/
· https://www.itmuniversity.org/lp/ur-optometrist-2021/
· https://www.jamiahamdard.ac.in/department-of-paramedical-sciences267
· http://jankalyan.org/Course.aspx
· https://josepheye.in/college-of-optometry/
· https://kradhikarycollege.org/dr-k-r-adhikary-institute-of-vocational-education-reserach/
· https://krishnaparamc.com/allied_health_science_courses.php
· https://www.calcuttayellowpages.com/adver/109392courses.html
· https://www.lvpei.org/events/2022/post-graduate-diploma-in-optometry/images/brochure.pdf
· https://www.laxmicollege.org
· https://limsar.in
· https://lotusacademics.org
· https://lotusacademics.org
· https://lotusacademics.org
· https://lcoo.edu.in
· https://mncollegeoptom.org
· https://www.mmumullana.org/course/bachelor-of-optometry-b-optom
· https://mgmcri.ac.in/mgm-courses-ug-ahs/?wpv_view_count=50919-CATTR2e5a5ada524413e2d3e81b0b9919d15d&wpv_paged=2%2F
· https://www.malabareyehospital.com/education.php
· https://mangalaparamedicalcollege.com/programmes/bachelors-allied-health-sciences/
· https://www.manipal.edu/soahs-manipal/program-list/moptom.html
· https://mariaayurvedacollege.org/administration/
· https://www.mlcuniv.in/bachelor-of-optometry/
· https://www.mtims.in/courses.html#verticalTab2
· https://www.mgmuhs.com/admission-AY-23-24-UG.html
· https://www.mgmsbsa.org
· https://www.nagarschoolofoptometry.com/programme-offered/
· https://www.naishoptometry.com/Optometry.html
· https://www.nsoblr.com/#Academics
· https://netrajyothiinstitute.org/bsc-optometry/
· https://www.nimsuniversity.org/nims-optometry/
· https://www.nshm.com/programme/bachelor-of-optometry/
· https://nshm.com/optometry/kolkata/
· https://ospmi.in/diploma-in-optometry/
· https://pcmt-india.net/academic/bopt/
· https://www.pihas.in/bopt
· https://pcoahs.ac.in/courses.php
· https://www.paramedicalcollege.org/courses/bachelor-of-clinical-optometry
· https://hvdeh.org/education/optometry.php
· https://www.prist.ac.in/dr-agarwals-eye-hospital-collaborative-programme/
· http://www.pgimsrohtak.ac.in/training.htm
· https://www.pvri.org/optometry/
· https://rgpcindia.com/optometry.php
· https://www.rayhancollege.com/bsc-optometry-colleges-in-kerala/
· https://www.rayhancollege.com/rayhan-college-of-optometry-and-health-science-tirur/
· https://www.rayhancollege.com/rayhan-college-of-optometry-and-health-science-triprayar/
· http://ioctn.org/rio-thiruvananthapuram/
· https://www.riokolkata.in
· https://indiragandhiparamedical.org.in/department-of-optometry/
· https://www.revathiinstitutions.com/bachelor-optometry/
· https://www.ridleycollegeofoptometry.in
· https://www.ripans.ac.in/department/optometry
· https://ssalinscollegeofoptometry.com/admission/
· https://sankaraeye.com/sankara-college-of-optometry-bangalore/
· https://www.saveetha.com/admission
· https://leprosyhealth.org/college-of-health-sciences/
· https://sewasadan.org/optometry/
· https://sgtuniversity.ac.in/ahs/programmes/bachelor-in-optometry
· https://www.sharda.ac.in/programmes/bsc-optometry/
· https://optometry.sbmcollege.ac.in/pages/courses-offered/
· netralaya.org/Colleage of opto/Admission.aspx
· https://www.srms.ac.in/paramedical/courses/
· https://www.sitapureyehospital.org/education
· http://pvpsndt.org/courses/b-voc-in-optometry/about-course
· https://sacpms.edu.in/index.php/home/linkview/optometry
· https://sjsio.com/about-us/
· https://www.sriramachandra.edu.in/university/academics.php?did=42
· https://www.ssnguwahati.org/ssn/
· https://shanmugha.edu.in/MSR/course/Optometry
· https://svcpms.ac.in/courses-offered/
· http://www.ssuhs.in
· https://srinivasuniversity.edu.in/College-Of-Allied-Health-Sciences/BSc-Optometry
· https://www.srmist.edu.in/program/b-optom-optometry/
· https://www.skf.edu.in/bachelor-optometry-course-details.php
· https://sushantuniversity.edu.in/school-of-health-sciences/programmes/undergraduate/bachelor-of-optometry-boptom
· https://susruta.edu.in
· https://tagorecahs.ac.in/course-details/
· https://www.tnmgrmu.ac.in/index.php/courses/allied-health-sciences.html
· https://www.rayhancollege.com/bsc-optometry-colleges-in-kerala/
· https://www.kmcthealthsciences.org/bscoptometry.html
· https://www.thesnacademy.ac.in
· https://tipsindia.co.in/boptm/
· https://www.ucbmsh.org/blank-6-3
· https://ucms.edu.in/optometry
· https://medicalsciences.uohyd.ac.in/optometry-vision-sciences/
· https://upums.ac.in/overview
· https://www.uudoon.in/health-sciences/bsc-optometry.php
· https://vasaninstitute.edu.in
· https://vasaninstitute.edu.in
· https://vasaninstitute.edu.in
· https://www.vnsgu.ac.in/
· https://vcovs.org
· https://alliedhealthadmission.com/college/government-villupuram-medical-college-hospital
· https://vmrfdu.edu.in/Allied-health-science.php
· https://www.viio.org
· https://vmninstitutions.com/bsc-optometry-college-in-madurai/
· https://wavikareye.com/campaign/college_lp/index.html
· https://wbuhs.ac.in/courses/paramedical-allied/bachelors-degree-paramedical-allied/?courseId=418
· https://yaimahospital.com/yaima-college-of-optometry/
Scope
· https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3491265/#:~:text=Indian%20two%2Dyear%20diploma%20optometrists,binocular%20vision%20and%20low%20vision. 

	Nepal
	30,547.58
	2510 
	240 
	Tribhuvan University, Tilganga Institute of Ophthalmology, Nepal Eye Hospital, Lumbini Eye Institute and Research Center, Biratnagar Eye Hospital, Pokhara University, Himala Eye Hospital, National Academy of Medical Sciences  
	Bachelor’s of Optometry

Bachelor’s of Optometry and Vision Science 

Master’s of Optometry
	IV
	Program
· https://tu.edu.np/pages/institute-of-medicine-11
· https://www.tilganga.org/departments/academic-training
· https://nepaleyehospital.org/?page_id=2290
· https://lei.org.np/
· https://leecs.org/
· https://pu.edu.np/programs/bachelor-of-optometry/
· https://www.ycmou.ac.in/ 
· https://heh.org.np/subacademic/bachelor-of-optometry
· https://nams.org.np/BOVS.php


Scope
· https://maheshrajjoshi.com/publist/KhanalJoshietal_2023_optometryinNepal.pdf

	Japan***
	125,124.99
	16,171
	14,439
	None
	
	
	

	South Korea
	51,628.12
	30,000
	3425
	Eulji University, Baekseok Culture University, Kangwon National University, Far East University, Catholic Kwandong University (degree received unclear), Kyungdong University, Seoul National University of Science and Technology, Daegu Catholic University, DongNam Health University
	Diploma 
 
Bachelor’s of Science

Master’s of Optometry

Joint Master of Clinical Optometry – Eulji University in conjunction with Marshall B. Ketchum University
 
Doctorate in Optometry and Vision Science
	II
	Program
· https://www.eulji.ac.kr/eng/index.html?menuno=5278
· https://www.bscu.ac.kr/eng/2692/subview.do
· https://wwwk.kangwon.ac.kr/english/contents.do?key=1355&
· https://www.kdu.ac.kr/site/eng/sub.do?mncd=838
· https://www.cku.ac.kr/cku_eng/4250/subview.do
· https://www.britannicaoverseas.com/kyungdong-university/course/bachelor-of-optometry
· https://optometry.seoultech.ac.kr/en
· https://medicine.catholic.ac.kr/eng/about/ophthalmology.jsp
· https://www.dongnam.ac.kr/eng/1985/subview.do

Scope
· https://www.researchgate.net/publication/221983315_Revision_of_subjects_of_the_Korean_Optometrist_Licensing_Examination_suggested_by_optometrists

	Malaysia
	33,938,221
	2815
	626
	SEGi University, UCSI University, Management & Science University, International University College of Technology Twintech, The National Institute of Ophthalmic Sciences, Universiti kebangsaan Malaysia, International Islamic University Malaysia, Universiti Teknologi Mara, National University of Malaysia
	Bachelor’s of Optometry

	IV
	Program
· https://university.segi.edu.my/course/bachelor-of-optometry-hons/
· https://www.ucsiuniversity.edu.my/programmes/bachelor-optometry-hons
· https://www.msu.edu.my/faculty-health-life-sciences/bachelor-optometry.php
· http://newtwintech.edu.my/
· https://www2.mqa.gov.my/mqr/english/eakrKPList.cfm?IDAkrIPTS=561
· https://www.ukm.my/portalukm/undergraduate/bachelor-of-optometry-with-honours/
· https://kulliyyah.iium.edu.my/kahs/department-of-optometry-and-visual-sciences/
· https://fsk.uitm.edu.my/index.php/component/sppagebuilder/?view=page&id=72
· https://www.ukm.my/portalukm/undergraduate/bachelor-of-optometry-with-honours/ 

Scope
· https://worldcouncilofoptometry.info/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/LAWS-OF-MALAYSIA.pdf 

	Philippines
	115,559,009
	3400
	1632
	Davao Doctors College, Southwestern University, Centro Escolar University, Cebu Doctors’ University, Manila Central University, Mindanao Medical Foundation College, Asian College Foundation, National University, Emilio Aguinaldo College, Lyceum Northwestern University
	Doctorate of Optometry
 
Pre-Optometry
	III
	Program
· https://www.davaodoctors.edu.ph/doctor-of-optometry/
· https://swu.phinma.edu.ph/academics/optometry-course/#:~:text=Doctor%20of%20Optometry%20(OD)%20is,and%20last%20two%20years%20of
· https://manila.ceu.edu.ph/schools-and-programs/school-of-optometry/
· https://cebudoctorsuniversity.edu/optometry/
· https://mcu.edu.ph/academic/college/college-of-optometry/
· https://mmfcdavao.edu.ph/
· https://www.finduniversity.ph/universities/asian-college-foundation/courses/optometry/ 
· https://national-u.edu.ph/nu-moa/optometry-2/optometry/#
· https://www.eac.edu.ph/
· https://lyceum.edu.ph/college-of-optometry/
· 

Scope
· https://www.prc.gov.ph/sites/default/files/Optometry%20IRR.pdf


	Singapore
	5,637.02
	1286
	239
	Singapore Polytechnic, Ngee Ann Polytechnic, Parkway College (offers optometry program in conjunction with Aston University in UK), National University of Singapore
	Diploma in Optometry
 
Specialist Diploma in Community Optometry
 
Bachelor’s of Optometry
	II



	Program
· https://sopossible.sp.edu.sg/courses/schools/cls/optometry
· https://www.np.edu.sg/schools-courses/academic-schools/school-of-health-sciences/diploma-in-optometry
· https://www.parkwaycollege.edu.sg/docs/default-source/pdfs/course-brochures/bsc-(hons)-optometry-and-clinical-practice-(pt)_a4-v6-7-(dec-19).pdf 
· ​​http://medicine.nus.edu.sg/medoph/invision/programmes-optometry-education.html


Scope
· https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S136704841830047X#:~:text=In%20Singapore%2C%20according%20to%20the,to%20the%20public%20%5B6%5D.

	Sri Lanka
	22,181.00
	2100
	107
	Sri Lanka Optometric Association, Vision Care Academy, Eye Care Institution
	Diploma in Optometry

	II
	Program
· https://www.sloa.lk/acadamics/higher-national-diploma-in-optometry-sloa-slf
· https://www.vcacademy.lk/
· https://www.eyecareinstitute.lk/

Scope
· https://www.sloa.lk/


	Thailand
	71,697.03
	371
	1368
	Rangsit University, Rhamkamhaeng University, Thammasat University, Naraesuan University
	Doctorate of Optometry

 
	II
	Program
· https://www2.rsu.ac.th/faculty/optometry
· http://www.opto.ru.ac.th/index.php/th/optometry-program-th
· https://www.cicm.tu.ac.th/cicmN4/academicUDetail.php?ID=MTA=
· https://english.nu.ac.th/?page_id=3151

Scope
· Reached out to progressional optometric associations and community optometrists to inquire about the scope of practice for optometry.

	Lao PDR***
	7,529.48
	0
	27
	None
	
	
	

	Myanmar**
	54,179.31
	59
	361
	None
	None
	III
	Scope
· https://www.iapb.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Prevention-of-Blindness-in-Myanmar_Situational-Analysis-Strategy-for-Change_0.pdf


	Indonesia
	275,501.34
	8600
	1152
	Akademi Refraksi Optisi Ylptk, Universitas Megarezky, Sekolah Tinggi Ilmu Kesehatan Binalita Sudama, Sekolah Tinggi Ilmu Kesehatan Dharma Husada, Universitas Widya Husada Semarang, Akademi Refraksi Optisi Dan Optometry Gapopin, Universitas Kristen Krida Wacana 
	Diploma
 
Applied Bachelor’s of Optometry

	II
	Program
· https://aropadang.ac.id/
· https://unimerz.ac.id/en/fatelkes/d3-optometri/
· https://www.binalitasudama.ac.id
· https://stikesdhb.ac.id/program-studi-d3-optometri/
· https://maukuliah.id/universities/universitas-widya-husada-semarang/university-majors/d3-optometri-063078
· https://arogapopin.ac.id/
· https://ukrida.ac.id/studyprogram/ot/17/optometry 

Scope
· https://www.slideshare.net/slideshow/section-5-optometry-in-asia-by-thai-and-yap/13928787 

	Brunei
	449.00
	9
	16
	None 
	None
	II
	Scope
· https://moh.gov.bn/about-us/professional-board/

	Bhutan
	782.46
	8
	8
	None
	None
	IV
	Scope
· https://www.moh.gov.bt/wp-content/uploads/moh-files/National-Standard-for-Ophthalmology-Services.pdf

	Iran
	88,550.57
	2600
	1700
	Mashhad University of Medical Sciences, Shahid Beheshti University of Medical Sciences, Zahedan University of Medical Sciences, Tehran University of Medical Sciences
	Bachelor’s of Science
 
Bachelor’s of Science in Optometry & Vision Science
 
Master’s of Science
	III
	Programs
· https://mums.academia.edu/Departments/Optometry
· https://en.rehab.sbmu.ac.ir/Optometry-Programs
· https://www.4icu.org/reviews/2300.htm
· https://en.tums.ac.ir/en/department/major/164/optometry

Scope
· http://www.irsopt.org/en/
· https://www.emro.who.int/emhj-volume-29-2023/volume-29-issue-3/situation-analysis-of-optometric-education-in-the-eastern-mediterranean-region.html

	Afghanistan
	41,128.77
	6
	138
	None
	None
	II
	Scope:
· https://actascientific.com/ASOP/pdf/ASOP-02-0026.pdf

	Oman
	4,576.30
	350
	222
	University of Buraimi
	Bachelor’s of Science in Optometry

	IV
	Program
· https://www.uob.edu.om/ar/academic-program/bachelor-of-science-in-optometry#:~:text=Program%20Description,of%20professional%20integrity%20and%20behavior.

Scope
· https://www.iomcworld.org/open-access/the-importance-of-the-optometrists-role-as-a-primary-health-care-provider-in-the-sultanate-of-oman.pdf

	Yemen
	33,696.61
	45
	317
	Ibn Al-Nafis Univeristy
	Bachelor’s  of Science

	II
	Program
· https://alnafisuni.edu.ye/en/About-the-Optometry-and-Vision-Sciences-Program

Scope
· https://www.emro.who.int/emhj-volume-29-2023/volume-29-issue-3/situation-analysis-of-optometric-education-in-the-eastern-mediterranean-region.html

	Uzbekistan***
	35,648.10
	No data
	2054
	None
	
	
	

	United Emirates
	9,441.13
	No data
	125
	None
	
	III
	Scope
· https://www.doh.gov.ae/-/media/7BBB510845D54302A36639DB033EC437.ashx

	Iraq
	44,496.12
	No data
	600
	Qaiwan International University,
University of Al-Kitab, American University of Iraq Baghdad, Erbil Polytechnic University, Alayen Iraqi University, Cihan University-Erbil
	Bachelor’s of Science in Optometry

	II
	Program
· https://uniq.edu.iq/programs/4
· https://www.uoalkitab.edu.iq/eng/optic-technique/
· https://auib.edu.iq/academics/college-of-healthcare-technologies/optometry-and-vision-science/
· https://epu.edu.iq/erbil-technical-medical-institute/opteomtry-department/#1557754306948-c54c666c-5d75
· https://en.hmtech.alayen.edu.iq/colleges/index/22
· https://cihanuniversity.edu.iq/health-technology-college/department-of-optometry-and-vision-techniques/


Scope
· https://www.emro.who.int/emhj-volume-29-2023/volume-29-issue-3/situation-analysis-of-optometric-education-in-the-eastern-mediterranean-region.html

	Lebanon
	5,489.74
	520
	250
	American University of Science and Technology, Lebanese University, Modern University for Business and Science
	Bachelor’s of Science in Optics and Optometry

	II
	Program
· https://www.aust.edu.lb/facultydetails/faculty-of-health-sciences/undergraduate-programs/bs-in-optics-optometry-120-crhr/363,
· http://www.fsp1.ul.edu.lb/fsp1/admin/my_documents/my_files/Major_Orientation/Optics_Optometry.pdf
· http://www.mubs.edu.lb/en/campus-life/togather/4538/Bridgingth_January_2018.aspx, 

Scope
· https://www.emro.who.int/emhj-volume-29-2023/volume-29-issue-3/situation-analysis-of-optometric-education-in-the-eastern-mediterranean-region.html

	Jordan
	11,285.87
	2001
	440
	Al-Ahliyya Amman University, Jordan University of Science and Technology
 
	Bachelor’s of Science in Optometry

	II
	Program
· https://www.ammanu.edu.jo/admission/undergraduate-programs/optometry-science/
· https://www.just.edu.jo/

Scope
· https://www.emro.who.int/emhj-volume-29-2023/volume-29-issue-3/situation-analysis-of-optometric-education-in-the-eastern-mediterranean-region.html

	Syria***
	22,125.25
	No data
	1051
	None
	
	
	

	Israel
	9,557.50
	2000
	650
	Bar-llan University, Hadassah College, Yeshiva University (Combined degree in Optometry with SUNY (USA)), Jerusalem Multidisciplinary College
	Bachelor’s of Science
 
Master’s of Optometry
 
Doctorate in Optometry (PhD) 
 
Combined Bachelor of Arts and Doctorate of Optometry

	II – for all types of degrees
	Program
· https://optometrics.biu.ac.il/en
· https://www.hac.ac.il/en/schools/interdisciplinary-faculty-for-sciences-health-and-society/optometry-boptom/
· https://www.yu.edu/sites/default/files/legacy//uploadedFiles/Academics/Services/Advising/Stern_Academic_Advising/Resources/Major/Minor_Fact_Sheets/Combined%20Optometry.pdf 
· https://www.jmc.ac.il/en/schools/interdisciplinary-faculty-for-sciences-health-and-society/optometry-boptom/
· 

Scope
· https://ecoo.info/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Bar-Ilan-Report-Final-July-2023.pdf

	Palestine
	No data
	455
	No data
	Arab American University, An-Najah National University 
	Bachelor’s of Optometry
 
Master’s of Optometry

 
	III
	Program
· https://www.aaup.edu/Academics/Undergraduate-Studies/Faculty-Modern-Sciences/Health-Sciences-Department/Optometry
· https://www.najah.edu/en/academic/undergraduate-programs/program/optometry/info-card/ 

Scope
· https://www.emro.who.int/emhj-volume-29-2023/volume-29-issue-3/situation-analysis-of-optometric-education-in-the-eastern-mediterranean-region.html

	Saudi Arabia
	36,408.82
	575
	2546
	King Saud University - College of Applied Medical Sciences, Qassim University
	Bachelor’s of Science in Optometry and Vision Science
 
Master’s of Science in Optometry

Doctorate of Optometry
	IV
 
Note: Difference in scope of practices between BSc and OD are not clear
	Program
· https://cams.ksu.edu.sa/en/opto,
· https://www.qu.edu.sa/health_services?lang=en 

Scope
· https://www.emro.who.int/emhj-volume-29-2023/volume-29-issue-3/situation-analysis-of-optometric-education-in-the-eastern-mediterranean-region.html

	Kuwait**
	4,268.87
	160
	172
	None
	
	IV
	

	Qatar
	2,695.12
	155
	124
	None
	
	II
*Can request extension to III upon proof of competency to expert panels.*
	Scope
· https://dhp.moph.gov.qa/en/Documents/Optometry%20Scopes.pdf

	Bahrain
	1,472.23
	5
	85
	None
	
	III
	Scope
· https://www.nhra.bh/Media/Publications/MediaHandler/ImageHandler/documents/Publications/Publication%20005_Healthcare%20Professional%20Licensing%20Standards-Allied%20Healthcare%20Professional_v1_17%20March%202017_English.pdf
· https://www.saiaedu.co/doctor-of-optometry

	Kazakhstan
	19,621.97
	0
	583
	None
	
	
	

	Tajikistan
	9,952.79
	No data
	77
	None
	
	
	

	Kyrzakhstan 
	6,974.90
	No data
	260
	None
	
	
	


* Scope of practice is not well defined due to low numbers of eye care providers in the country. Accepts outside optometric training degrees. 
** Scope of practice is broadly defined by outside accrediting sources and documentation. Accepts outside optometric training degrees. 
*** Optometrists are considered as refractive opticians. Only opticianry and ophthalmology exist in the country. 
Table S6. Data on eye care professionals, optometric training, and optometry scope of practice in Australia & Oceania (25 countries total, 7 optometry programs housed by 2 countries).
	Country
	Population (thousands)
	Optometrists
	Ophthalmologists
	School
	Degree
	Scope
	References

	Australia
	26,005.54
	5687
	961
	Deakin University, Flinders University, Queensland University of Technology, University of Canberra, University of Melbourne, University of New South Wales
	Bachelor’s of Vision Science

Master of Optometry
 
Doctorate (OD)



	IV

	Program
· https://www.deakin.edu.au/course/bachelor-vision-science-master-optometry
· https://www.flinders.edu.au/study/health/optometry
· https://www.qut.edu.au/courses/bachelor-of-vision-science
· https://www.qut.edu.au/courses/master-of-optometry
· https://www.canberra.edu.au/about-uc/faculties/health/study/vision-science-and-optometry
· https://study.unimelb.edu.au/find/courses/graduate/doctor-of-optometry/
· https://www.unsw.edu.au/medicine-health/our-schools/optometry

Scope
· https://www.optometryboard.gov.au/Policies-Codes-Guidelines.aspx?TSPD_101_R0=08c403b005ab200004ec933312a93fe6121c75e02e4809400c20f618a7636288124587fb7b0eb9960806957b99143000e677453d37f110a56b626efd0a7efb008974bb64cb44c3ca0ebeb49aaa954f1c555f27a2c4fe17cfaba0c218b4e7488c


	New Zealand
	5,124.10
	750
	126
	University of Auckland
	Bachelor’s of Optometry


	IV

	Program
· https://www.auckland.ac.nz/en/fmhs/about-the-faculty/sovs.html

Scope
· https://nzao.nz/home/what-optometrists-do/

	Papua New Guinea***
	10,142.62
	0
	11
	Under discussion
	
	
	Scope
· https://watermark.silverchair.com/ihab052.pdf?token=AQECAHi208BE49Ooan9kkhW_Ercy7Dm3ZL_9Cf3qfKAc485ysgAAA10wggNZBgkqhkiG9w0BBwagggNKMIIDRgIBADCCAz8GCSqGSIb3DQEHATAeBglghkgBZQMEAS4wEQQMYKpqAdxs7mIhCRXdAgEQgIIDEMevEAsp_e6--P0KmfP2ocEfy-GLR6MRuy50zjZUZ16In0oKUvtjSTh0Me4P22cWzE5mA3LbFZFMmQhXVMybQs4Qv-vJiNNcptOE59EM4w9bBjzS-L1kw5BaVSh9SkA08lsFmvaNgPJlQL9iPtkwBkilRVgZwRav--H9e6WacA2z9JfAx8ajoFLs228BzM8YZoRpqvBzF4v51kFlbaIckHWe9fqc88qyUsKfZ2LOFUI4_TzjL7qweDHGCaF93KxzPbDcjzPtKblQfEUui5nrMfcliTOoU9so_De4za6B5IMZz3g7Z_54zsUhg8cMEkFJZiSN2d5NP_JgKZBPm9Utud7zTjByTvG3JjueDVb7_SVhuhpTDsP26ez5-LxWSKijHqh2joBjJYSOA9hKlakHZ-pzVMp_9GP-KRhUPJG28E5rEKx5YVH486jgbnYR7S2lj1Jyv56-_u2Kc7zpJpeMvWOdy5q7I_XXHnNIBsob-k-H4n5uwx4jaWw3YkD54RexgcDh3sEVYzz0fRh6PNZELK3lwaKkZJO3Faxo7q-KiAEm3GiMMfo8mzremGK506s8j_AGYiGlMWGNXnSK20laQr0YVbr97edivC4g2XsorzR1N8e878iM24a3sPMw4F97BerqGpg6g3_Tqutskld71Gc6Mo_LjQwZleUgouorY_eVSc3T2adjH_fGGRSSH-HBWkFK9agiyKw7Mrsvbup8hGAVeIRzo05OfjBdeLgXA3-Lep4QnFkCTTQuBjbgjJ3M0dIjTZRL8G4v9sKFuhv_DrVvTRm2drvwMLHs8cuNDk6ld8qoQtKYfZ4wUgH2pbVV3OcqjQHzwhYAn9IWZeKASyyzWTFcwGMwlhhIQl4i2WjInULb1C66HRwk_pkIT1Msrb_MuB2CVY6b42wwH4QBnAbUGuu0y44VrOWUVKD3InKQLCuUw3rePJkqjSUg3oUfgvB5GBl2svFEZLBHv8k6cC2b5ket8RDgRRgprvqpFE5saxm9acv4gb9T0YOSrUZ8dZKXv19NrD0EeDEeT6TvLlM


	Western New Guinea***
	No data
	No data
	No data
	None
	
	 
	

	Fiji
	929.77
	18
	14
	None
	
	IV

	Scope
· https://www.laws.gov.fj/Acts/DisplayAct/776#

	Solomon Islands***
	724.27
	0
	4
	None
	
	 
	

	Vanuatu***
	326.74
	No data
	1
	None
	
	 
	

	French Polynesia***
	306.28
	No data
	No data
	None
	
	
	

	New Caledonia***
	269.22
	No data
	No data
	None
	
	
	

	Samoa
	222.38
	11
	1
	None
	
	IV

	Scope
· https://asbar.org/regulation/31-0403-definitions-of-health-occupations/

	Guam
	171.77
	17 
	No data
	
	Doctorate (OD)
	IV


	Scope
· https://www.guamcourts.org/CompilerofLaws/GAR/25GAR/25GAR001-9.pdf

	Kiribati*
	131.23
	5
	1
	None
	


	
	Scope
· https://kiribati.tradeportal.org/Regulations/Details?lawId=71&l=en

	Micronesia***
	114.16
	No data
	0
	None
	
	
	

	Tonga***
	106.86
	0
	1
	None
	
	
	

	Northern Mariana Islands
	49.55
	No data
	No data
	None
	
	
	

	American Samoa**
	44.27
	No data
	No data
	None
	Valid license 
	IV
	

	Marshall Islands***
	41.57
	0
	1
	None
	
	
	

	Palau***
	18.05
	No data
	1
	None
	
	
	

	Cook Islands
	No data
	No data
	0
	None
	
	IV


	Scope
· https://www.health.gov.ck/practising-licence/

	Nuaru
	No data
	No data
	No data
	None
	
	
	

	Wallis and Futuna
	No data
	No data
	No data
	None
	
	
	

	Tuvalu
	11.31
	No data
	No data
	None
	
	
	

	Niue
	No data
	No data
	No data
	None
	
	
	

	Tokelau
	No data
	No data
	No data
	None
	
	
	

	Pitcairn Islands
	No data
	No data
	No data
	None
	
	
	


* Scope of practice is not well defined due to low numbers of eye care providers in the country. Accepts outside optometric training degrees. 
** Scope of practice is broadly defined by outside accrediting sources and documentation. Accepts outside optometric training degrees. 
*** Optometrists are considered as refractive opticians. Only opticianry and ophthalmology exist in the country. 
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