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Table S1: Distribution of Respondents by their Sociodemographic Characteristics
	SOCIODEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS
	n
	%


	District
· Kailahun
· Kenema
	
566
467
	
54.8
45.2

	Age (Years)
· < 20 
· 20-29 
· 30-39 
· 40-49 
· 50-59 
· ≥ 60 
	
30
187
306
277
155
78
	
2.9
18.1
29.6
26.8
15.0
7.6

	Gender
· Male
· Female
	
433
600
	
41.9
58.1

	Marital Status
· Married
· Single/Widowed/Divorced/Separated
	
700
333
	
67.8
32.2

	Occupation
· Farmer
· Miner
· Teacher
· Trader
· Health worker
· Others
	
501
5
44
225
18
240
	
48.5
0.5
4.3
21.8
1.7
23.2

	Household size
· 2-4
· 5-8
· 8-12
· >12
	
215
512
256
50
	
20.8
49.6
24.8
4.8

	Type of Education
· Formal
· Religious/non-formal
	
531
502
	
51.4
48.6

	Highest Formal Education (n= 531)
· Primary
· Secondary
· Higher
	
90
350
91
	
16.9
65.9
17.1

	Religious/non-formal (n = 502)
· Islamic/ Koranic
· Christian
· Traditional
	
265
42
195
	
52.8
8.4
38.8
























Table S2: Associations between participants’ awareness and knowledge about Lassa Fever and their practice of Lassa fever infection control and prevention
	Awareness and knowledge about Lassa Fever
	Practice
	χ2
	df
	p-value

	
	Poor
	Good/Fair
	
	
	

	
	n (%)
	n (%)
	
	
	

	Heard of Lassa fever before? (n = 1033)
· Yes 
· No 
	
393(41.9)
74(78.7)
	
546(58.1)
20(21.3)
	46.894
	1
	<.001

	Source of information on Lassa Fever (n= 934)
· Radio/TV
· Markets
· Health centre/ health worker
· Community meetings/townhall meeting
· Schools/children
· Campaign/Billboards
· Others
	
117(44.8)
7(50.0)
165(32.7)
47(56.6)
12(66.7)
6(60.0)
34(79.1)
	
114(55.2)
7(50.0)
340(67.3)
36(43.4)
6(33.3)
4(40.0)
9(20.9)
	
56.725
	
6
	
<.001

	Know the common symptoms of Lassa fever (n=856)
· Yes
· No 
	
223(37.2)
192(74.7)
	
376(62.8)
65(25.3)
	
101.142
	
1
	
<.001

	Symptoms associated with Lassa (n= 986) 
· One of fever, headache, sore throat, weakness, muscle aches, nausea and or vomiting and bleeding
· 2-3 of the above symptoms
· More than 3 of the above symptoms
· Others not listed
· I don't know
	

42(51.2)
155(54.6)
70(17.4)
24(80.0)
155(82.4)
	

40(48.8)
129(45.4)
332(82.6)
6(20.0)
33(17.6)
	

256.526
	

4
	

<.001

	How is Lassa fever transmitted?
(Multiple responses) (n= 931)
· Direct contact with infected rodents
· Consumption of contaminated food
· Airborne transmission
· Handling and preparation of rats
· Mosquito bites
· Combination of 2-3 of the above
· Combination of more than 3 of the above
· I don’t know 
	

33(47.1)
40(88.9)
14(66.7)
21(29.6)
1(50.0)
121(25.2)
10(21.7)
173(88.7)
	

37(52.9)
5(11.1)
7(33.3)
50(70.4)
1(50.0)
360(74.8)
36(78.3)
22(11.3)
	

283.775
	

7
	

<.001














Table S3: Associations between participants’ Lassa fever-related general behaviours and their practice of Lassa fever infection control and prevention

	Prevention and Control
	              Practice
	χ2
	df
	p-value

	
	Poor
	Good/Fair
	
	
	

	
	n (%)
	n (%)
	
	
	

	What actions will you take if you suspect you have the symptoms Lassa Fever? (n=1033)
· Visit nearest health centre
· Seek religious advice
· Use herbs
· Two of the above
· Three or more of the above
· Others not listed			
	

426(45.5)
1(20.0)
2(100.0)
20(36.4)
5(29.4)
13(76.5)
	

511(54.5)
4(80.0)
0(0.0)
35(63.6)
12(70.6)
4(23.5)
	

13.888
	

5
	

0.016

	 What will you do if a member of your household has the symptoms of LF (n=1033)
· Advise to treat at home
· Go to the nearest pharmacy or drug peddler
· Advise to go to the nearest health facility
· Two or more of the above
· Others not listed 
	

2(100.0)
10(47.6)
411(47.6)
40(28.0)
4(100.0)
	

0(0.0)
11(52.4)
452(52.4)
103(72.0)
0(0.0)
	

26.506
	

4
	

<.001

	When someone in your household is sick, how do you typically care for them?  (n= 848)
· Seek medical intervention
· Home remedies alone
· Isolate the sick
· Combination of 2 or more of the above
	

331(58.2)
13(56.5)
11(55.0)
54(22.9)
	

238(41.8)
10(43.5)
9 (45.0)
182(77.1)
	

84.260
	

3
	

<.001

	Have you or anyone in your family ever sought medical care for symptoms of Lassa fever (n = 1033)
· Yes
· No 
	

116(30.7)
351(53.6)
	

262(69.3)
304(46.4)
	

50.742
	

1
	

<.001

	What influenced you to seek medical care for an illness? 
· Availability of money
· Presence of health facilities
· Seriousness of the illness
· Friendliness of healthcare staff
· Combination of 2 or more of the above
· Others not listed
	
8(38.1)
30(32.3)
33(53.2)
4(66.7
29(16.0)
12(80.0
	
13(61.9)
63(67.7)
29(46.8)
2(33.3)
152(84.0)
3(20.0)
	
54.558
	
5
	
<.001

	What influenced you to seek medical care for an illness? (n = 918)
· Presence of health facilities in the community
· Availability of money to seek healthcare
· Friendliness of the healthcare staff
· The seriousness of the illness
· Others not listed
	

134(31.9)
22(25.3)
7(46.7)
244(62.6)
5(83.3)
	

286(68.1)
65(74.7)
8(53.3)
146(37.4)
1(16.7)
	

94.992
	

4
	

<.001

	What are the likely barriers to easy access to healthcare facilities among the people in your community? (n = 1033)
· Getting money needed for treatment
· The distance to a health facility 
· Having to take transport
· Two or more of the above
· Others not listed 
	

370(47.6)
12(57.1)
2(66.7)
60(31.4)
23(57.5)
	

408(52.4)
9(42.9)
1(33.3)
131(68.6)
17(42.5)
	

20.612
	

4
	

<.001
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